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CHARACTER OF CASE. 


.Distribution and retail advertising 

j? RIFLE SCOPES AND MOUNTS 


ANTITRUST 


and 

Bausch 

and Lomb Optical Co., waa^ava?n^^^?RuS^©poWs show-. 

■ ing financial statements, asset value and quantum of i .. 
cu3ine3c transacted annually by this company from 19^+9' v .v 
through 1 95^ ss well as Information showing the proportion^. 
'oo.olTieBs in scopes -and mounts compared to total 'bus'fli^Ws: 
] ‘transacted during those years. According to these In- 
i’ divi duals, scopes and mounts form a relatively small 
’ ccrticn of their total business. Price list was furnished 


and. I, Company f ; 


scones and mounts as well as 


j; conditions of sale. Statistical data was obtained re- 
s' fleeting number and dollar value of scopes and mounts' 

[ cold ir. 19'i9 through 19J1+* Bausch and Bomb 
1 ~ ' — - ■ 11 fair trade” these products. 

Bausch and Lomb Optical Co,, 

xe auuenaea cne meeting held at National Rifle Association 
j Headquarters, Washington, D. 0. , on N/20/53> at which time. 
T other manufacturers iss\ied complaints that the Amer i c an } 

!• Rifleman was relaxing its long established policy .of ■ '/[ 
^uy^^nting its readers from false claims in advert i sing ... 
jHHHp claims meeting had no effect in the attitude or ' 
^p^clnrmance by Bausch and Lomb Optical Co,, and further , 
that no conclusions were reached and no actions were ’deci^e 
upon as a result of this meeting to his knowledge" y«« a^KH»v 
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i95pf vHHHHHHHHIiV ma ^° 

, list by models mounts 

According toHHHHHp, these 
'feet since Januar^™^^rll^^ and are 
He stated that with this price list, 
;3 also sent to dealers and prospective 
. - che conditions of sale, 

■ of the above price list ana form 
.in.c forwarded as an enclosure, 

: ruary 23 , 1955, _ _ 
itistics are not ava 
'1= pro duo ed 'and sold, by units from the 
-jzh 1954 - He mnde available the total 
: and tho dollar amount of rifle scopes 
if led by the Bausch and Lomb Optical 
.3 sights and mounts for the years 1949 
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The following chart sets forth the number 
of units, the dollar value of sales of these items 
during those years 

.S-AlftS OF RIFLE SIGHTS AND MO UNT S 
YEAH* 3 19h9 ‘Mtotiflfl 1 ^rj, 


•RIFLE SIGHTS 


ry * t-s 


EXPORTS 


y \ 

Year 

Units 

Amount 

Units 

Ar7C> 1271 1 

<c~ * 

. 1954 

1747 

84,302.70 

6 

325.00 


.1953 

2162 

105, 620.89 

8 

437.00 

; * < . * 
• ,-, 5 ■ 

1952 

3095 

V 

154 j 44-3 . 11 
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414.25 


1951 

3672 

184 , 673.20 

10 

498.87 


1950 

3294 

168 , 039.74 

21 

1,165.36 


1949 

3315 

167,267.99 
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Year 
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Amount 

Units 

Amount 

7 ■ 

1954 

1947 

31,482.40 

.8 • 

* 134".; 59 


.1953 

2723 

44>141.92 

9- . 

, ,i6 : 6- 71 


-1952 3047 


49 , 152.69 
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and sale;? outlets. 

tha ’^^SWmer ic an Rifleman, is the -best source of 
advertising by a manufacturer cl scopes and mounts, 
and for this reason he does’ not. think it would be 
probable that any manufacturer would refuse or threat.* 
to- refuse to -advortiso in this publication.. He state: 
that t hi s't Would also be true to a lesser degree in 
all outdoor type publication's and added he knows of 
no threats by manufacturers ;to withhold advertlaing 
r'rr.m any magazine because of retail pric'eafg$i^fced 
cit 'j'sr'-'s ar.d counts in the' retail ad vert lament's 
of periodicals. ”o zdded that except for the •lncid.en< 


that occurred on April 'A, 195"Jj do knows of no 
complaints or objections made by urn of the /ivs 
manufacturers or by any distributor to a maguc-hor 
because that magazine was carrying retail advertise- 
ments which offered to sell scopes and mounts at 
cut prices. • • 

stated that because of the 

highly competitive field, he knows of the existence . 
of^no” contracts or understandings, between any of 
the five manufacturers and distributors or retailers- 
of scopes and mounts which relate to: 

(a) Division of sales territories. 

(To) Price fixing or resale price 
maintenance. 

(c) Exclusive dealerships. 

(d) Other regulations of business 
activities conducted by independent 
resellers^ ” . 

stated that he is not in* • 


_t)U 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


-os c “3-"’ on or does he know of any documents relating 
Mlncto scopes and mounts which disclose 
by anv of the five manufacturers bo sell 
QV * deliv er^their products upon order of any distributor 
or dUconfiauLce of supplies to di rtrttut ors or 
resale outlets or the reinstatement of retail outi., 

- subsequent to .termination oi distributorship . 

stated that he knows of no general 
unuVnr tending a between magazine publishers or 
»nh c.a=:-tct£-ers tH*S a particular course l» 
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MADE 


REPORT MADE DY 



ShKINC-FIbLD i 3-30-55' 3-23-51 


DISTRIBUTION AND RETAIL ADVERTISING 
\ C7 RIPLw SCOPES AND Ml U NTS 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 



CHARACTER OF CASE 


.iNTIThUi 


interviewed at Springfield, Illinois , on 3- 
23-55 and signed statement obtained in which he advised he 
has been unable to have .advertising inserted in "The American 
Rifleman"-. since. -April, 1953 , with one exception which was 
apparently due ic a rr error. Sever aL p/cT-^^yh^^meras of 
anrr'o'spcnuence obtainea from the files whicn 

the "Rifleman" states the aus were refusec^^^cause they were 


o*, such 


are a aistu: 
established 


’Ding 


GGrr^Gponuence obtainea from the files wmcn 

the "Rifleman" states the aus were refusec^^^cause they were 
"net in the best interests of the National Rifle Association, 
or shooting in general"# also because "it is our feeling 
that offerings of shooting equipment at less than established 
retail prices are cetrimental to the orderly movement cf such 
merchandise through regular retail channels, are a disturbing 
factor in the friendly relationships between established 
distributors and the National Rifle Association, and are 
otherwise contrary to the best interests any^^^^^tives cf 
the Association, and sheeting in general". says 

"I believe that the 'American Rifleman 1 waa^crcM to net 
accept my advertising because of pressure put on the publi- 
cation bv large manufacturers and jobbers of scopes and 
mounts. However, I Tam unable to prove this by any documentor 
e vice nee." ! 


of pressure p 
and jobbers o 
to prove this 


was rercea to nco 
'e put on the publi- 
's of scopes and 


any documentor 
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’ 2 r i2t ^ rbin S factor in the frierulv relfltirr 

established distributors anfi'e 
i.-« r o llc ±l .title association, anc are oth-rv/iqe 
contrary to the best interests ru-u oh e t if r - 
tne Association, and shooting in V' °‘ 

... "j[ thereafter sent in several ^ r - >- , . 

■me American Ri<’lem«ni v-,,*. : • r - --oca in 

one exception which aDoarenfiV Were a11 retuffisd » with 
part of someone. On May 3 llsh^r ?? °Y er2i S ht or * the 
letter from Mr Moulton it \lllz ■ r eceived another 

of net accepting advertisinr' f^cV^Ln-on-^ho^ ^ e - polic ? 
less than established retail ? ‘ tho sola at 

quoted. from this letter^ * P ’ A P ar dgraph is 


^wiicv c: 


1 news ver , if we continue rr ..... , -• 

oo^our current genera, nuiic”' cf ' 

‘->crn.sraient3 in the c .- 

establishes: retail'crice 

a - rf “-' ;s be funning into specif -'-c-t 
as outline a in your letter'. i blv~‘ 
BU,er ' ,;Se xn this magazine since th«- 


exce ; 
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s.ncs it has the widest circulat'd: --h' 2 ana nount0 
thuslasts .who ? i E ht be In^be^t^U^^hf- 

my advertising" anv’i hVh'’’^ magazizie refused t c - ta>e 

potential custo4r</ bf £reat percentage of mv 
‘-asto.aers, possibly as nrc- no . - 

o ; xrom contact with me. As e r - “C -• ? ere 

* considerable number o' s4h- Uf “? V& ’ b * e . n cau ? : -t 

cf:U:! en ^ le . ^ ana"wnicrar:'tar^; S b ;“h? 1 

ioh ’ iais r ‘ as caused *» ccnsinerable‘hnohhr- 


ian ’ forced 
pressure put or. 


.-fo.t dcce'pt ^y^adverhsln^h^— ^ forced 
•>oe .publication by Urtri maL^ c.- pressure put or. 
.jcopos^nc mounts: l^yer 7 aCC Jcbbers 

.%,-any document ary. e vi aence’ Th? to F -roVe this 

files. will no doubt reveal corS ^ erican R^man' 

U. -Weaver Comoanv J! 1 c ° rre sponcence from the w 

objects to mfSlUn^ £!?; Texas in > whlch that, company 
■•’■ ■ J Bl ~ Xn * their proauct below ; theirpestabli^ed 










tc the Dcint where he was regularly runni 
.In the "Rifleman" until the difficulties 
the above statement. 

jaia he realised that if 
as "brand nevr^and at less than the estat 
the manufacturers would seen refuse tc^se 
There; ere . he adopted the subterfuge of t 
ordering his scopes from the manufacturei 

In addition, he advertised mosl 
"used, perfect" and then quoted a price i 
than the established list price -for a sir 
scobe. Actually, however, he filled the 
oerfect" scopes" from his "brand new" 3toc 
he was still able to realize a satisfactc 
me the d c £' eperat i on. 


However, Heaver apparently ;ou; 
was doing and began returning his pureha; 
but with “no explanation as to why his bu: 
refused. Hot long after this he began t< 
difficulties with the "Rifleman". 


’he had si. 
could h^ 
However* 
letter ax 


eW /u" t : 


was unable to locat 1 
which had been ret' 
te any correspondence with 
K said he distinctly recal 
Time from Weaver's attorne 


effect to cease and desist his "unfair p 


ated 
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not manufacture any rule scopes out, »ioes racinaiacture 
sdch ; items 1 as scope mounts, receiver sights, open signt 
bales' and gun cleaning equipment. They also operate as 
jobbers of rifle scopes, guns, ammunition, and oth er items 
to make up a complete line of shooting accessories. 

They have -ia mailing list of approximately 10,000 dealers, 
among the' estimated 17, 000 'dealers in these lines in the 
U.Si, selling both to jobbers and' dealers . 

■[mf handles scopes of Weaver, Stith, Lyman, and Unertal 
Tr^Uminary investigation reflects no pertinent cata^re 
allesed anti-trust violation; however, time available prior 
to Buded 7/1/55 not sufficient to search _24 drav/ers of 
ij correspondence . It is estimated that this can be done and 
!j report submitted 7/1L/ 5 5 • 

'Re . paragraph., 3 of letter from Precision To 
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receiving orders .for scopes 
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request 


manufac 


June 23,3 1955 
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FEDERAL BUREAU QF-lNVESTlGATlON 


I'oOtt No. X 

T*«* CASE ORIGINATED AT N KV/ V ORK 


«WW MADE AT 


DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MAOC »Y 

maw?: 


MILV/AUK5F. , WIS . j 6-27-55 o-V. , SO , 21 -‘>5 j 


STRIBUTION AND RF.TAJL ADVERTISING ( 


AND MOUNT? 


CHARACTER OF CAM 


ANTITRUST 

• 


.SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

fHHHflfe ARMS CO., Milwaukee, are authorized jobbers for the Lyman 
^jWp^and the Norman Ford, but obtains Weaver scopes for its retail 
K trade from an authorized Weaver jobber in Red Wing, Minn. 

\J scopes comprise 95# of sales; Lyman and Norman Ford 1$. 

" ledge that his retailers engage in cut-price sal . 

has no agreement with manufa^iurgr^. and manufacturers 
^W^yraeed no restrictions on him. j^^^Bhas no knowledge that 
retailers have been refused advertismg^^Wsports magazines . No 
evidentiary correspondence obtained. . . 

- RUC - * ' 


| PET A II 


AT MILVAUKK 


WISCONJ 


By letter dated June 13, 1955 the Bureau transmitted a copy of a l 
memorandum dated June 9, 1955 from the Antitrust Division of the y 
V. 3 Department of Justice, which requested that certain informa-'* 
t'nn and evidentiary material be obtained from a jobber or dealer * 
in rifle scopes, inasmuch as allegations have be,$b made that 
possible violations of the antitrust laws may exist 'in connection .i 
with the distribution and advertising of rifle scopes by five of 
the largest manufacturers of such rifle scopes. 


4616 - 73. 
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April 1, 
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an authors 
approximat 
scopes, bu- 




understand in 
many Weaver 
h 




1 dealership,^!' 

: add it^dnai fig 6 b : 

; ■\rjii&g Y&F '. B cfep e 
that he bill^MB 
. for the loading" 


re sporting f - * 

•& 3 t 15 years. He previously had his ahop ■ tv^ 
ve. , but has been at his present location sine 


hHB stated that, he has been authorized jobbe 
scopes for approximately three years, and 
-and dealer for the Norman Ford (Texan scopes) 
*-»r. He stated that he also handles the Weaver 
direct basis nor as an authorized factory 
^^^he obtains his Weaver scopes frpm the 
|H^ t the latter being an 

that he has an 
him with ag 

ires , an nrHHR fur^iB^esM 
• ad ing equipment as h^requTres .■ y He 'state?! 

-.e same price that • the ’ factory charges him 
- r?a . that . fea-'iajpliiied to the Weaver Corp. to 
lobber, hut the .Weave* Corp. refused him a 
output was enough to add 

stated that^^^B bills him for the 
» the Weav?!^y. would bill him, and 

^ *%r - e as though the Lyman Co. would bill him 


of Jobber an 

- -f'V ? • 

'/ -« V. .Th$ i 
if outlined, on page 


ora -r ... 

: y$B x the Weav e - 
•Fobd brand, 
the tytoan Co . 

:• scopes for. 4^9 ■ 

a'; ’ stated that t) 

■':?> - considered con : 

: *>.00 power sco 

... The present .ret 
$Y r - j « is asVfollowgs 

f . . - •- i-* - *>> * 

m*F:& y uv.Vi'V . - r. 


stated th8t he acts in the dual capacity 
c the scopes line.. - ... T . ; 

*■.*.*'. 4> 

- »re the "^liswers/ae requested from questions 
-r memo "of rfche ^Attorney General: 

the Lyman, the Weaver and the Norman r 
-.e stated that 95# of his scope sales 
Lyman brand., and 1# the Norman 
|^HB stated; that about one year ago ■ *-> 
^^^he market with their "All American"- 
-der to meet Weaver competition. He 
- ?ord and the Lyman rifle scopes a.rqt^H < | 

. price-wise, in the 2.5 and the 


•s» list >pf the ■scopes which he handles^'*! 

< 60*4616 = 73 \i 
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Trade 

Power 

Retail' 

Date of 

Name 

Model 

Price 

Price List 


Norman Ford 

2.5 

$ 36.00 

11-1-54 

It 

4.00 

42.50 

11-1-54 

Lyman 

2.5 

$45.50 

1-1-55 

n 

4.00 

49.50 

1-1-55 

Weaver 

2.5 

$ 57.50 

3-1-54 

ft 

1 

4.00 

45.00 

3-1-54,. ■ 


hae never received any orders for. rifle scopes 
m cne so-called price-cutting retailers identified on 
page three of the Attorney General .'s' memo to the Director 
dated June 19, 1955- 

He stated that he has never had any trouble with retailers^ 
ana at the present time he services primarily metropol-itan 
Milwaukee area and occasionally has a re tailer—irr' up-state 
Wisconsin. He stated that he has apj>roz±Sfately twenty to 
twentyfive retail accounts. He half no knowledge that the 
retailers whom he services'-'seil rifle scopes other -than, at 
the fixed retail prices, which are fair traded, and which.. 
prices are fixed by the Bcope manufacturers. He stated that 
If the retailer wishes to sell -the rifle scopes for less than 
the fair trade price, it does hot concern him, and 
means that the retailer is making a -smaller profit . _ 
stated that he has never refused to sell rifle scopes 
any retailer, whether or not this retailer abides by the 
fair trades price or whether he uses cut price methods. Ke 
stated that he has never been told directly or indirectly 
by anyone to sell rifle scopes to certain exclusive retailers. 


3 .' ; With regard purchase of rifle scopes from rnanu- 

• •’; 'facturers , he .scate^tnat the Lyman and the Norman Ford • manu- ' 

. '..facturers are not governed by the fair trade laws, but that 
\*'t- vthe Weaver scopes are the state fair trade agree* 

meets . With regard to sales’ of scopes, all' three ' 

- brands and all three companle^sena a suggested manufacturer’s 
• '.price list with, their merchandise, and the manufacturer 
•_.; cpnveys this knowledge of -this .suggested resale, price to the 
. 'Jpbber. by sending alongjr^^^ists when merchandise is 
d^dfered by the J obber . stated that the Jobbers ’ 

'-^dlsdount is based on themanuf^Tturer ’ s list price. . He stated 
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!T£W YORK 
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FEAIOO ron WHICH MAOf 


3ALTIM0K* 
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ruTRiBirrior; and pi-tail ArvxRvifiND 
::' riflj: see is and vcuntc 


NCPS 1 S OF FACTS- * 1 ) f. 

Wilson an 

moeri.ar.ct, F.d . , a wholesale hardware fi 
regularly handles only rifle scopes of t 
El Paso> Texas, with only a small number 
written for scopes of the Lyman Gun Sigh 
field. Conn. Has no knowledge or record 
transactions with any of the so-callec; p 
a.'.': r.as never refused sale of scopes to 
■.asegory. Firm has no agreement with the 
control resale prices and makes no attempt 
prices. Wilson and Pugh Company has nev 
manufacturers that it or its customers w 
suggested prices and there is no agreeme 
the firm will not resell to retailers wh 
fasturers’ orices. 


3 New York (60-1107) 

(1 Regional Antitrust 
Attorney) 

1 Baltimore f£oui6f 




















upon the wholesale flrn, Resale prices are merely a matter of 
standings oetv/een manufacturer and Wilson anc " Pur, h. 
fggKgB//f/f ~ : v * S£c - that he makes no attempt to police retailer:; ’ 

when such action has beer, requested bp a 
re ^ ail er, ■■■■■■■ has advised them that Wilson and Pu.nh ComD&n- 
-S not a po^^^lgeTTcy and cannot .nolice retailers 1 oricec. Wo 
action has ever been taken against any retailer by Wilson and Pugh 
-onpar.y when notice is received that the retailer is sellir.r 
selow list prices. ° 

Wilson and Pugh Company has never been warned by either W r 
weaver Company or the Lyman Gun Sight Corporation that it or' its 
customers we re selling below the manufacturers' suggested price. 
There has. never been any correspondence with either of the’ 
manufacturers concerning retailers selling "off list", and ther,- 
is r.o understanding with either- of the manufacturers that '.-.'il n - ; 
c.i._ Tcrnsciny v<j.^l not resell to retailers who deviate fr r -rv tk , ' > 

manufacturers ’ suggested prices. 

aevised that he has no' documents cr factual information 
... ..j-o Hies relevant to the subject matters discussed. 


- P.UC 
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„ ™ T „«« L/" ‘ BEST copy AVAILABLE 


jfc THW CASE ORIGINATED AT NE?¥ YORK CITY 


IMPORT MACC AT 


DAT! WHEN I rCRIOD rOR WHICH MAOB 
MADE 1 


LOUISVILLE 


6/29/55 6/24/55 



< | 0 distribution and retail advertising of 
RIFLE SCCPIS AND MOUNTS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ANTITRUST 


mrt : A SYNOPSIS or FACTS: 


Belknap Hard** ^and Manufacturing Company, large' wholesaler of hardware# 
tools, and sp or ting i* goods -with r3P*'QP0 . custom era, pur chased 2885 rifle scopes 
during 4 years ending xr-ii*Xe - scopes .purchased from 

W* R, Weaver Company, £1 Paso^ 'Texaa/.t^d^ Belknap on a 
"fair traded 11 basis* Search .of available correapbnd;cndr years), 

failed to reveal anything of interest. ' 


- RUC 


DETAILS: 

'Investigatton herein w&sroonduoted at the request of a letter 7j 
from the Dir ector -datedldxiiiell^ ‘19 SSi^whi oh- ,Xr tosrai tt ed ' to this office ; : jl 
a letter to the Dir eptdr -from BARN^ Attorney General,^] 

Antitrust Divi sion, dated ’June 9* :i965V 'y Tile '^VeAtigatioix at' Belknap ,] 

Hardware and Manuf factoring Company* - 111 ' ^ East/Me^ :S^eet,» -is in compliance 
with the June 9, 1966 , Departmental request**' 1. ' 


At Louisville, ~ Kentuqli 


tsic 


^ for 
Hardware e^^^ffiuTaoturin^Compeny^sup^^^pn^To^^^ing information on 
June 24, 1956* This company is one of the country’s largest wholesaler of 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


hardware, tools, .portlnf food., 

electrical^ aopl, areas, r0 "h!>ut ti.o oeotral and aoutlmrn atatea. rifle 

^iu c -*«s- s : -„ r ‘ 

IS’SSS 1 - «^V» ° f lndu,try -" 


Belknap's available purchase fie 

erding way 1, 1955. From these r eoorda^J^U^ • «F 
scope purchases for these 4 years have been: 

1 ■ 'Tnen Gun Sight Corpor ation, Middlefieid, Conn. They do 

rr 

6 .years, primarily the cheaper onea for .22 caliber riflea. 

Conn. This firm makes 

,„ nnt , Per r JWj*. inev manufacture ana oe. —ap' a handle those rifles as 
:sr« tt. ^FoTt!,. * ya.ra «d«d Ha, 1. 1.65, the, F-rcnM.d a 
total of 755 Moasberg ocopes of two differmt kin a. 

3. W. R. Weaver Company, El Paso, Tex-ia, sold Belknap 2120 
sooDes of 19 different kinds' during the 4 years ended bay 1, 1955. Thi 
company’s scopes are the only scopes which Belknap stooku for general 
use on various makes of rifles* 

Belknap doe. not aell aoopee to the price cutting retailers 
aince these firms attempt to buy them direct from manufacturers wt cheap er 
prices than afforded by this jobber. Further, this ttrm has >v 

orders for scopes from any of its 30,000 customers exoept for credit reasons^ 

• Belknap handles the Weaver scopes on a "fair trade 
notifying the customer- by its printed catalogue as to the retail price 
but making no effort to ascertain if the purchaser charges its custom*, 
the proper price. Weaver notifies Belknap by a price list the three 
different costs, l.e., coat to jobber, cost to retailer,* and cost to 
ultimate purchaser. This prioe list is published oy W fT er . wh ^. 
changes occur and is V sieved to have last been revised in August-1954 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

doubts i !' the.; sell many scopes to retailers for stook hut get 
,~l v when the retailer has made a sale or has a good prospect. 

[‘ £ "s never to his knowledge, been furnished a "fair traded agreement 


Belknap depends upon its printed prices in its catalogue 
oarried by all of their salesmen and supplied to many of their customers 
as a means of notifying their retail ou3tomers concerning the retail 
prices of. rifle scopes. Belknap makes no attempt to police the retailers 
in any fashion. They have never been advised that their retailers are 
selling scopes at cutrate prioes. Should -they be so advised, they would 
be ve-y hesitant about notifying the manufacturer and probably would not 
do so* because thev know that the first thing *he: minaf acturer would do 
would be write a letter to the retailer advising hiin?Of his.- improper 
pricing practiciao and divulging the fact that Belknap was the source of 
their information. This would oause Belknap to jeopardise other business 
with such retailers which would be far too great a price to pay over 
such an insignificant item as rifle scope*. 


recalls no correspondoioe from W» R. .Weaver Company 
advising^R^emy of its oustomers were selling below, the manufacturer’ a 
suggested list price.' Belknap does adhere. to the manufacturer’s published 
prices insofar as their purohase pric^^iffiseriied and their jobber price 
to the retailer. It is the belief that!; probably the retailers 

adhere to the price published by W. bmp any. in selling to their 

customers. Belknap has no idea who, cr.ong .their. ; 30> 000 customers, have 
curchased scopes and could secure such information only by a searoh of 
their sales invoices which number several thousand each day. 


Belknap retains its correspondence with manufacturers for a 
period of two years only. The correspondence between W* R, ?/e & ver Company 
and 3elloaap for the two years ending May 1, 1955, was reviewed and nothing 
of Bignifi canoe to thiB investigation was found. In this correspondence 
were two letterB 1 from W. R. Weaver Company indicating that during 1953, 
Belknap purchased a total of about. '$2 4*000 in rifle oaopes and during the 
year 1954, purchased approximately $21,000 of. .'r*ifle scopes. 
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The objectives of the conspiracy are alleged to have been accomplished 
by Deans of an understanding! among the defendants, effectuated by refusals 
to supply off-list dealers, coercion of distributors to adhere to resale 
prices and to refuse to sell to nonconforming dealers, and the advertising 
boycott. Hie over-all purpose of these activities is stated to be stabili- 
sation of retail prices. 

Assistant Attorney General Stanley N. Barnes, head of the Antitrust 
Division, said: 

"This case, which alleges exclusion of certain retail 
dealers frcm the rifle scopes business, presents issues 
involving both vertioal price fixing imposed by the scope 
manufacturers and boycotts by the manufacturers and pub- 
lishers against advertising of dealers who charge less than 
the manufacturers’ list prices. Criminal action is insti- 
tuted, in this instance, in line with the announced policy 
of the Department of Justice to seek indictments against 
violators wherever per se violations of the antitrust lavs 
are considered to exist." 
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Too Attorney General on 11/15/55 announ«»d 
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M. Jackson Stitt, Can Antonio, Ta*aa, formerly 
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SAC , V’n sr# in? ton F 1 el d 


January 16, 19 pQ 


'Director* FBI { 6 O- 4 . 6 I 6 ) 


LYKAN GOT SIGHT CORPORATION ; cT 
ANTITRUST 


4&r 


Copy 


Attacaeu i or eacn office is a copy of an 
Antitrust Division memorandum dated 1/12/56 which 
requests certain investigation in preparation for 
the trial of this natter. Letters addressed to the 
companies to be cantaoted are also forwarded herewith 




All offioes exoept Portland have previously 
conducted Investigation la this matter under the eaptioa 
"Distribution and Retail Advertising of $lfle §copes luwi 
Mounts ; Antitrust." It appears that Portland 'Will 
require any additional background information to handle 
the present request. As indicated in the attached 
memorandum, a Grand Jury in the District of Columbia 
on 11 / 15/55 indicted four manufacturers and throe 
publishers. Washington Field has been made office of 
origin to follow and report prosecution. All persona 
contacted are to be advieed that the investigation It 
being conducted at the request of AAG Barnes, Antitrust 
Division. The fact that they were so advised need not 
be set out in reports. 

Attention of all offices is alreoted tq .th 
fact that tills matter is scheduled for trial on 2 
The investigation requested by the Antitrust Division 
must be given preferred and continuous attention 
permit completion of all investigation and submisSjidh 
of reports to reach the Bureau not later than 2/8 


Enclosure 

cc: w-Dailas (60-237)# witn enclosur 


2-Indianapolis (60-219)# with 
2-Loe Angeles ( 60-471 ).# 

2-Hew Haven (60-143)# wLttf^en 
2 -Hew York ( 60-11 07 )* with ;eii 

2-Pittsburgh (60-343$V ® ; 

2-Portland, with enohhsfaVes ( 


2-San Frenoisco (60-4#pb with enc. 
JKP: lge 

m % . c 
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Form No. i _ 

This case o»»o*NATEn *t WASHINGTON FIELD 


REPORT MADE AT 


date wvien | wworron which mmjc i wcroirT mawc oy 
MADE t . 


LOS ANGELES 3/2/56 flf 24, 27-29/56 , 


LYMAN GUN SIGHT CORPORATION } ET AL 


1 CHARACTER OP CASE 


ANTITRUST 


S ■' N 0 0 S I S OF FA.CTS: 

t 

■e scspes to date, in 
signed statement^^^^^^^^^^^HHH| advised that in early 
1953* he had exp^Hfv^^un^fnWrnT^^esired to turn into cash. 
He traded guns for rifle scopes and other shoeting equipment to 
facilitate sales. He ran ad in March, 1954 and November, 1954, 
editions of the American Rifleman ; however, in November edition, 
he was not permitted to advertise scopes as new. American 
: H^l£i|an refused to accept his copy in about January," 1955. 

‘ no correspondents regarding the placing of these ads. 

r-* vqeir w E le aver Company (weaver), through their attor- 

; neyVHHH^HjmP of Los Ange^^^^-ifornla, filed Judgment 
/, and^^^ffim^^^ujjunction against under California Pair 
Trade Act. Photostatic copies o^rerWian^documents relating 
to this suit obtained. As result of suit, ^■■1 sold directly 
to weaver twenty-six weaver scopes at the ^Rrers list price. 
^I^^^mated he lost approximately $150 as a result of this sale 
^HlVhas maintained no records of the sales of other scopes, 
which were made through mail orders. 
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EKCLOc. : 

T: tr.y bureau for transmittal to the Antitrust Dlvisic 
1 ) One copy of the signed statement ofl 



I 2) Two photostatlc copies of a letter dated 3. 2.- 


photos 

frocMH to 



3) "wo photo^atl c_cod^ 8 of a' letter dated 


; rom 



tol 


c corle 

wm 

■ tatlccoolet 
photos tat lc coplee 
6) Two photostatlc copies of the complaint file: 
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fro 


s of a letter dated 4/12 r s< 
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S df a letter datfcfl S/2 *"* : 

k ** * 


WEAVER against 



under /aiiforni* Fair 7 f-*ute 


7) Two photostatlc copies of st ipulation fegarditk? 
injunction. 


b) Two photostatlc copies of a Buaaona. 


'*) Two photostatlc copies of JU&gBftBt ©j(3 pe rttn r* 
injunction. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

p ^fing noted that there is only ene witness to 
^fU^tine 8 ^ ne ^ statsaent. No other witness was available it 

V It is being note^tha^in their letter dated’ fAjoA£ 

thf a f^^w^® e < lnt t rvl ? w >Mm the ^P^rtaent reqyei^^ ^e t 

tt^lnterviewing Agent makWRWffeeent regarding the rtiiitoilitr 
aB 6 * ltnees in this case. yw-wwaaity 

REPKREHCE: Bureau letter to Los Angeles dated 3/l6/^6, 

Bureau letter to Washington Field dated 8/16/56. 
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ASHINGTON FIELD 


3LC0F CASE 

GUNSIGHT CORPORATION; W. R. 

¥ER; JOHN UNERTL; M. JACKSON STITH; 
RATIONAL KIFLE ASSOCIATION OF 
a; POPULAR SCIENCE PUBLISHING 
ANY. INC.; HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, 

- Distribution and Retail Advertisii 
Rifle Scopes and Mounts 
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ANTITRUST 


Grand 


! after Entered a plea of Nolo-Contendere. These fines 
;! were paid to the Clerk of the Court. 
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zmApis: mwussmL d .. 7 

js 2? & check of the Criminal Docket #1116-55 of the 

u U. Sg District Court for the District of Columbia reflects 
££ that-.on^Muary 4. 1957, Judge LETTS imposed fines totaling 
J- $18^00uaa&inst the seven dependents, listed below, all of 
j£ whomjwe re^indic ted by a Federal Grand Jury in the District 
jf of Cblumbara on November 15, 1955. Thereafter, pleas of Nolo 
ir confendexiS were entered on behalf of all the defendents, 


whose naiii€s and the amounts of their respective fines are 
as follows; 


Bureau (60-4616) 

1- New York (60-1107) ( 
1- Washington Field (6 
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Lyman Gansight i 
W. R. Weaver 
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M. Jackson St it 
The National Rii 
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2800 
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-ocUtion 2500 

*iog 2000 

I oc. 2000 

. . The above am. 

the Clerk of the Coer 

f $1^500 has been paid-in to 


fm ~ 


BEST COPY 


~ 160 

1 > 


• 

■e • « ~ 

. , it*' 

































geprtmcnt 4 |um 


Attorney Generel William P. Rogers announced the entry today, In the 

Federal District Court in Washington, D. C., of a consentj udgent success 

fully terminating a civil antitrust suit, filed on February 2 9, 195o, 

charging seven defendants with violating Section 1 of the ShermaD Act in y 

connection with the manufacture, distribution, sale and advertising of 

rifle scopes. Scopes are telescopic sights mounted on rifles forth? pur- 

— ^ 

pose cf aiming more accurately. 


The defendants in the complaint were: / \ . 

^ Lyman Gun Sight Corporation, Mlddlefield, Connecticut, ( ■/ ^AiJ L 

S Weaver, £1 J*bo, Texas, a manufacturer; 

Joh#Unertl. Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a manufacturer, 

M. jackson^Stith, San Antonio, Texas, formerly a 
manufacturer's exclusive distributor; 

' National Rifle Association of America, Washington, £• 

an incorporated association, and publisher of the magazine 

, "American Rifleman"; . • , 

Popular Science Publiabing Company, Inc., !Jey. fork City, 
publisher of the magazine "Outdoor Life ; end 
Eenry^Bolt & Company, I nc., fiew J Cp r te City , pub l ish er 
— — hTlhFWeazIhe^Field & 8treamV-'- / 

• * The complaint charged that the defendants engaged in a comblnati 

to eliminate "off-list dealers," who do not adhere to the manufacturers 

list prices, from the scope business. It g^lleged that. the_defendants 

agreed to deny off-li6t dealers access both. to suj^iys^D&copeB anl 4) 1 

appropriate advertising media, and that the defendants acted in imple 

mentation of these agreements' ^ C'T'fiOtD - 80 bL 

The final consent Judgment entered today enjoins the mfitttlfactur 
defendants from any agreements to fix or maintain prices or 'tfe '■c 



off-list dealers free their sources of supply or from advertising media, 
or to licit them In these respects; from any individual conduct aimed at 
price fixing or interfering with off-list dealers' access to supply end 
advertising; trom all fair trade agreements for a period of seven yesrs; 
from certain publicity and advertising for a two-year period. In addi- 
tion, any manufacturing defendant who engages in consumer advertising is .. 

^ \\ 

ordered to sell scopes, on Don-discriminatory terms, to off-list dealers. 
The defendants publishing outdoors magazines are subject to injunctions 
against agreements aimed at refusing advertisements of off -list dealers; 
and, for a period of 10 years, against individual conduct for the same 


purpose. 


Assistant Attorney General Victor R. Hansen, in charge of the Anti- 
trust Division, in commenting on the Judgment, said: 

Attempts to control prices and to exclude competitors by practices 
such es those alleged to have been employed by these defendants have 
loDg been held to be illegal and cannot be tolerated in our free enter- 
prise system." 
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Washington Field Office 



From: Director, FBI 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 
BUDED: 10/31/68 

A\ ' 

Enclosed fori Washington Field are two copies of 
a Criminal Division letter dated 10/14/68 requesting 
investigation to determine whether the captioned organization 
should have registered with the clerk of the House of 
Represent at ives . 

It will not be necessary to check with the clerk 
of the House of Representatives. According to the Criminal 
Division of the Department, this association is not 
registered with the clerk of the House of Representatives. 

All interviews with officials of the National 
Rifle Association should be conducted by two mature Agents 
and persons interviewed should be advised that this 
investigation is being conducted at the request of 
Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 
Division of the Department of Justice. The requested 
investigation is to be expeditiously handled and a completed 
report submitted to reach the Bureau on or before 10/31/68. 
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To: SAC, Washington Field Office 

L'\* .1 ' 

From: Director FBI 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 




ReBuairtel 10/3 6/6S and Butelcall 20/23/6S. 

Enclosed are two Xerox copies of a Criminal 
Division letter dated 10/23/6S requesting that interviews 
of officers of the National Rifle Association be delayed 
until further advice is received from the Department. 

WFO should discontinue investigation pending Bureau 
advice. Surep reflecting investigation conducted to 
date. 
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OctobeM|4, 1968 

General investigative division 

This is the case where the Depart- 
ment, by letter dated 10-14-68, requested 
investigation to determine whether the 
National Rifle Association should have 
registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection 
with activities concerning gun registration 
legislation. Washington Field Office has 
been instructed to hold investigation in 
abeyance pending further advice from the 
Department. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EOITION 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) |01. 11.6 

UNITED STATES GOV JMENT 

Memorandum 



to Director, FBI 

j/i.L 

,/frpK/ ; SAC, WFO (119-49) (p) 

subject: NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 

FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 
(00: WFO) 



DATE : 


10/22/68 


ReBuairtel dated 10/I6/68 o 

Inquiry at National Rifle Association revealed 
FRANKLIN L, ORTH, Executive Secretary, is with the Olympic 
Team in Mexico City and will not return until after 10/28/68. 

WFO will submit report to reach Bureau by 11/7/68. 


2 - Bureau 
1 - WFO 
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INVESTIGATIVE period 


WASHI NGTON FIEL D 
TITLE OF CASE 


WASHINGTON F IELD 


* NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 


10/29/6R 


10/17-28/68 



FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 


REFERENCES : Buairtel to WFO dated 10/16/68 . 

WFO letter to Bureau dated 10/22/68 J_ v4 

Bureau airtel to WFO dated 10/24/68 
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1967 Operating Report 

NRA audit report dated 12/31/66 

May 1967 issue of "The American Rifleman" 

NRA Bylaws 
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Inquiry it National Rifle Association of America 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy fo: 


Report of; 
Date; 


. hi (I 


SA 

10/29/68 


Office: Washington, D.C. 


Field Office File #: X19“A9 


Bureau File 


Title: 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 


Character: FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 

Synopsis; 

FRANKLIN C. DANIEL, Secretary, NRA, advised their legal 
counsel informed them NRA contacts with members of Congress 
does not come under the Lobbying Act. He and FRANKLIN L. 

ORTH, Executive Vice President have contacted and been 
contacted by numerous members of Congress regarding legislative 
matters in the field of conservation, sport shooting and 
hunting, inasmuch as NRA is expected to have the technical, 
know-how in these fields. NRA has no outside lobyists but 
individual members of NRA are encouraged to contact their 
respective Congressmen and Senators. 

- C - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your iqonc/; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


☆ u * s * GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFEJCE: t 9fl7-0~273'H7R 


FEOERAl BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Dale . 10/23/63 



LOUIS F. LUCAS, Executive Director and Treasurer, 
National Rifle Association of America (NR A) , 16th and Rhode 
Island Avenue, N.W., wa^advis|^o^he identity of the in- 
terviewing agents. SAfl^BHJ^BHp a dvised Mr. LUCAS of 
the nature of the inquir^^H^?a^also advised that he did 
not have to make any statements; any statements that he might 
make could be used against him in the court of law; he had 
the right to consult with an attorney before making a state- 
ment and that he did not have to talk with the agents. He 
was furnished a Waiver of Rights form which he read and sign- 
ed. 


Mr. LUCAS stated that in addition to himself, the 
other officers of the association are: HAROLD W. GLASSEN, 

President, WCODSUN D. SCOTT , Vice President, FRANKLIN L. CRTH, 
Executive Vice President, FRANK C. DANIEL, Secretary. He stat- 
ed that Mr . GLASSEN and Mr. SCOTT are honor officers and serve 
without pay. Mr. ORTH would be in charge of the NRA. 

Mr. LUCAS stated that regarding contacts with var- 
ious Senators and Congressmen he could only speak for himself. 
He stated he has had no direct contacts with any Congressman 
or Senator regarding pending legislation. He pointeded out, 
however, that he is well acquainted with several Congressmen 
and Senators and has been in contact with them but not regard- 
ing legislative matters. 

Mr. LUCAS stated that the NRA is a non-profit organi- 
zation whose primary effort is in the behalf of social welfare. 
It is considered to be in group 501C-4 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 


Mr . LUCAS stated that no person or company has been 
hired by the MRA to lobby against gun legislation. NRA hired 
Infoplan, 60o 3rd Avenue, New York City from April, 1956 to 
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March, 1963, to sell to the public the program of the NRA and 
to counteract unfavorable newspaper publicity. This organi- 
zation was not in direct contact with any newspapers or Con- 
gress as representatives of NRA. 

Mr. LUCAS advised that NRA notified members of NRA 
regarding the various pending legislation through a magazine 
entitled "The American Rifleman,*' speeches made by officers and 
Legislative Bulletins. Members of NRA are asked to do what 
they can to advance the program of IT A. 

Mr. LUCAS made available the May, 1967 edition of 
"The American Rifleman," which on page 93 has a membership ap- 
plication. There is nothing in this advertisement wherein 
solicitation is made of members where they were informed that 
dues received would be used to support opposition to gun con- 
trol legislation. 

Mr. LUCAS also furnished the audit report of the as- 
sociation for the year 1966 made by STOY, MALONE and Company, 

CPA’s, 7315 Wisconsin Avenue, Washington, D„ C. He pointed 
out that this statement shows that for the calendar year 1966 
6150,083.19 were spent on a public relations campaign. Of this 
amount, $112,479.81 went to Infoplan for fees and expenses. 

$10,000 was used for a float in the Rose Bowl Parade and $10,954.96 
was for sponsorship of a Freedom Foundation Gate at Vally Forge, 
Pennsylvania. The same financial statement indicated that 
$58,204,14 was used for legislative expenses. $22,598.18 of 
this amount was used for Legislative Bulletins and $32,739.70 
for salaries. The phamplet Legislative Bulletin is mailed to 
members in a certain area where there is pending legislation 
of a state or county in which NRA has an interest. These bul- 
letins set forth the NRA’s opinion regarding legislation. He 
further pointed out that the Public Relations Committee of NRA 
makes policy for NRA. 

Mr. LUCAS further advised that several members of 
Congress are either past or present members of the association. 

Two of them are members of the Board of Directors. The NRA 
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has often appeared before various committees on proposed leg- 
islation and it is the opinion of the officers of NRA that 
they are not lobbying. 

Hr. LUCAS furnished the following documents: By- 

laws of '.'Hie National Rifle Association of America; 1968-1969 
official directory; May, 1967 issue of "The American Rifleman'? 
audit report of NRA as of December 31, 1966; 1970 Operating R 
port; three Legislative Bulletins; three letters sent to all 
members regarding proposed legislation. 
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[Public Relations, national 
Rifle Association of America (.AHA) / 16th and Rhode Island Ave- 
nue, N.W. , va|^aa^^ec^o^the ident^^^^^the interviewing a- 
SA-^^H^^HH^PVadvisedHHHHjBaf the 

the inquir^an^tn^^n^^^^not hav^t^maL^^any statements and 
any statements he might make could be used against him in a 
court of law. He was also advised that he could consult with 
an attorney before making any statements and he did not have 
t talk with the agents unless he so desired. He was furnished 
a Waiver of Eights form which he read and signed. He furnished 
the following information: 


A is to get out news releases to news- 
like to promote sport shooting, hunting, 
and conservation. General interest stories as well as speeches 
are prepared for dissemination to the news media. LIRA has had 
a Public Relations Office for the past twenty years. Infopl3n 
was given a contract in 19-55 to get wider coverage. in the fields 
of home and hunting safety. He advised that he did not contact 
any member of Congress and no employee in the public Relations 
Section would regarding gun legislation. It is not their re- 
sponsibility to solicit help from Congress so, therefore, it 
is not done. The MRA has no paid lobbyist. • He did point out, 
however, that on request from various members of Congress the 
Public Relations office would assist members of the legislature 
in preparing testimony. 
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11 / 22/68 


AIRTEL 



To: 
From : 


SAC, Washin^>^ Field Office 
Director, FBI (ii9-64) — 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 


(119-49) 


ReBuairtel 10/24/68. 

Enclosed for the Washington Field Office are 
two copies of a Criminal Division letter dated 11/19/68 
requesting that National Rifle Association officials be 
interviewed on approximately 12/3/68 in the presence of the 
Association s General Counsel. The two requested interviews 
and record review should be handled in accordance with the 
request of the Criminal Division and a report submitted 
promptly thereafter. 

Enclosures (2) 


CTG: bap (4) 
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NOTE : The Criminal Division of the Department by letter 

dated 10/14/68 previously requested investigation to determine 
whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should be registered 
with the clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with activities concerning gun registration 
legislation. This investigation included interviews of officials 
of NRA. Shortly after the investigation was initiated, the 
Criminal Division by letter dated 10/23/68, requested the Bureau 
to hold the investigation in abeyance until the Criminal Division 
Mad an opportunity to discuss the matter with the General Counsel. 
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12/10/68 


AIRTEL 




To: SAC, Washington Field Office (119-49) 

From: Director, FBI (119-64) 

o 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 


Reurairtel 12/9/68. 

Washington Field Office should discontinue 
further investigation in captioned matter. The Criminal 
Division of the Department has advised that according to 
the General Counsel of the National Rifle Association, this 
Association has indicated it will register as a lobbyist 
with the Cleric of the House of Representatives. 
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12/10/68 by Criminal Division Attorney 
is forwarding a confirming 
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l:MTi;i) STATUS DEPARTMENT OK JUSTICE 
KEDEKAI. Ill' HEAU OK INVESTIGATION . 

Washington Field Office, Room 506 
Old Post Office Building 


Washington, D.C. 20535 
December 9, 1968 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 


. M 



On December 9, 1968, 

v- flUHV National Rifle Association, advised a Special Agent 
\J of the Federal Bureau of Investigation tha t he he 
trying to contact Fred M, Vinson, Jr., and! 
of the Department of Justice, regarding instant matter and 
has been unsuccessful in contacting them. He advised he 
would notify the Federal Bureau of Investigation on December 10, 
1968, when the interviews with Franklin L„ Orth and Harold 
Glassen of the National Rifle Association will take Diace. 


/ / f V '7 


December 13, 1968 

[SIC- 




This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter on December 11, 1963, and to thank you for 
your offer of assistance. 

For your information, the FSI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine whether the National Rifle Association 
should have registered with the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 

The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 
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COMM-FBI 


Sincerely yours, 

T. T!d«sr Hoover 1 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE 


This is the case which recently received 
considerable press coverage. The Department requested 
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun registration legislation. We 
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative report. The Department 
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist,* and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no 
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent. 


2 


Dear Mr. Hoover, 


I understand that you are investigating 
the National Rifle Association. As a member of that 
organization, I wish to inform you of my whole- 
hearted desire to cooperate with your investigation. 
I beleive that neither the N.R.A. nor the vast 
majority of its members have anything to hide. 


Sincerely, 



C^PcljZ' Tc. 
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• 12/9/68 

GENERAL INVESTIGATE" DIVISION 


This is the case, which 
recently received considerable 
press coverage, wherein the Depart- 
ment requested investigation to 
determine whether the National 
Rifle Association (NRA) should have 
registered as a lobbyist in connec- 
tion with gun registration legisla- 
tion, We have interviewed some 
officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative 
report. The General Counsel of 
NRA is now delaying our further 
interview of two officials as well 
as examination of NRA financial 
records pending his consultation 
with the Department. The Department 
being advised of above in writing. 
Washington Field Office has been 
instructed to keep the Bureau 
advised of further developments. 


CTG:bap 

t 

» * y 
*~\ 



\ 

/ ■ 





( Priority ) 


L 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (119-64) 

FROM: SAC, WFO (119-49) (0) 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 

ReWFOairtel to Bureau dated 12/9/68 and Buairtei 
to WFO dated 12/10/68, 

Enclosed are four copies of LHM dated and captioned 

as above. 

Information in the LHM was furnished to 

In the absence of any specific request from the 
Department of Justice, no further investigation being conducted 
by the FBI„ 




liNITKD STATES UKl’AKTM KAT OF JUSTICE 



In Reply, Please Refer 16 

File. No. 


FEDEKAL ISUKEAU OE I INVESTIGATION' 

Washington, D. C. 20535 
December 12, 1968 


NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 
FEDERAL REGULATION OF LOBBYING ACT 

On December 12, 1968, Benjamin J, Guthrie, Director 
of Legislative Processes, House of Representatives, advised 
a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that 
on December 11, 1968, Franklin L, Orth registered the 
National Rifle Association as a lobbying group. 

In the absence of any specific request from the 
Department of Justice, no further investigation is being 
conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


vtoo-.'inont contains neither 
iccoinm J Jlions nez cjn;iusions erf 
the FUI. It ifi the property or 
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
if and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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December 13, 1968 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated December 10, 1968, concerning investi- 
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI. 


For your information, the FBI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 


The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 


) 


3 unsp - 

Casper 

Cjwjnan , 
Conrad 


Hoi.?.*?.: . 
Trr i ■/ _ 


!b 


MAILED 20 

DEC IS 1968 
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Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar i'Lc^.r 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: 


This is the case which recently received 
considerable press coverage. The Department requested 
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun registration legislation. We 
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative report. The Department 
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist. and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no 
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent. 
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Mr o J * Eclga r Hoove r 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D„ C. 

Dear Sir: 


I am a member of the national Rifle Association 
and have been concerned about the f.B.I. investigation 
of this organization. I would like to Isnov/ what you 
are investigating about the National Rifle Association 
and at whose request this investigation is being made. 



CC: Senator Everett Dirksen 

Senator Charles Percy 
Congressman Thomas Railsback 

.«c» 















ntomo, Texas 
9. December 1968 

Mr J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Department 
Washington, D.C, '20006 

Dear Sir: 

The San Antonio, Texas, Express Newspaper carried the attached article 
on 7 December 1968. 

I would like to volunteer my services for whatever they may be worth to 
your organization. I do this only with a view in mind of assisting in an 
unbiased manner and to help in any way I can. 


e National Rifle Association 


een involved one way or another with small arms training ancT compel i- 
tions since 1925, and in doing so, have of necessity, been involved with 
the National Rifle Association. 

Recently, as you know, the integrity and intent of the NRA has become 
suspect in the eyes of the public. If the allegations are true, so be 
it. I am just as anxious as anyone to see the allegations brought out 
in the open, and if the NRA is working at cross purposes to the welfare 
of our country, then let the chips fall where they may. I have no so- 
called axe to grind, and, as stated above, I am unbiased. Anything I 
do, I hope will eventually help the soldier, sailor. Marine or Airman 
who has to carry a rifle in the interest of our country. 


Sincerely yours, 







FBI Probitag' 5 

Rifle vivoup 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
FBI confirmed Friday it is in- 
vest igating the National Rifle 
Association, an influential group 
that never has registered with 
Fortress as a lobby. 

1 he NKA, which has fought 
fiercely against gun-control leg- 
islation, contends it is an educa- 
tional organization and does net 
engage in lobbying 









Honorable Thomas F. Railsback 


NOTE : 

This is the case which recently received considerable 
nress coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine 6 whe ther thAational .Rifle. Association. (NRA) should 
have^egistered as a lobBylirin connection with gun regrstratron 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and 
furnished the Department with an investigative report. 

The Department on 12/10/68 advise d that the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Represent at iveo 
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau 
derogatory information identifiable 

Congressman Railsback is on the Special Co^^pondent 1 s disc. 
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(Congress of tfje <Hniteb States 

tyouse of 3Representatibe« 

Washington, 3B.C. 

December 12, ^8 

Director of Congressional Relations 
FBI 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D* C. 

Sir: 


The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary inf o mat ion for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly. 



TOM RAILSEACK, 


u ,/ 

M. C. 
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December 16, 1968 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated December 9, 1968, with an attached 
news article, and to thank you for your offer of 
assistance. 


For your information, the FBI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 

The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 
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B.or-.c _ 
Cssper _ 
CjI'.zt, .in 
Car.r-i — 


Sincerely yours, 



J. Edgar Hoovsr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


(119-64) V -> 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO.... 
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fee®Ll bureau of investigation 

FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 

explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) • 

□ 

(d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 

(j>(2; 

□ (b)(3) 


□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 

(h)( 1 ) 



_ □ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 

(h)(2) 



_ □ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 




_ □ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 

(k)i-U 

□ (b)(4) 


□ (b)(8) 

□ 

(h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 


□ (b)(9) 

□ 

(hH6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ 

(h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third parry with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that aser.cv(ics) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pa ges contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasabiiity of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 



Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 


Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 
Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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Honorable Allen J. El lender 
United States Senate 
Y/ashington, D. C. 20515 



December 17, 1968 



Sly dear Senator: 




Your communication of December 12, 
copv_aL^j£l£.srain from 


of 



Louisiana, 


The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 
Vinson, Jr. , Criminal Division, Department of 
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association 
should have registered with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives as a lobbyist in 
connection with gun control legislation. 


The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further questions 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 


, Sincerely yours, 

; Z» ffi lgac Hoover. 

, - — j » 
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NOTE; 

invest igat ion ^ eSS ^verage^^h r * cen tly received 
Association (NRA ) de ^ ermine whether th artmen t request 
^connection have regL^« ^tional Yin 

interviewed three ?~ n regrist ration 7 ? as a lobby i 

department with a °f^i c ials of nra _ ®8 , iSlation . w e 

°« 12/10/68 ad v invest igati Ve “ nd finished the 
Reor Stered ° n 1 2/1 0/68 ha 1 . an official **of t J he De P a rtr 

Representatives a* 6 ?’ Wlth the rifiu f * he NR -A 
B “reau r /drc| tlgati ° n Sethis V"* 1 re dUested%h™ S ® c 

~ 2£^ t r £“ . b * /iscon^;^ 

? ave had previous ,*® e . co "st ^formation d ' 

Senator Eil ende “ S 1 «ated cordiai *e 

respondence with 






Urnteb States Senate 

December 12, 1968 
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4j\ Mohr... ^Z_ 
fyfyfyno p.lH 

It. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Con rati. ..... 
Mr. Felt. 

Mr. Gale.... 

! Mr. Rosen 
Mr. SullivaY.. 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

| Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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Honorable J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


'// V -V ■! /_ I / I / • £ \ •>. • t ■ ■ ■ ?'■ 
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The attached communication Is referred to 
you for such consideration as is warranted 
and for a report on it. 

I will appreciate your assistance in this 
matter. 
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VIGOROUSLY PROTEST THE FLAGRANT GESTAPO A^THpF&T Y CF THE FB 
■v- SfiGATlCN OF THE NR A STOP HAS THIS COUNTRY REACHED THE 
*'H£R£ any GROUP . CF CITIZENS NOT IN AGREEMENT UITH THE 
-ERA L GOVERNMENT STAND WILL BE SUBJECTED TO THIS FEDERAL 
VG - A - q r, ' Y REPRESENTATIVE I DEMAND YOU ACT NOW TO STOP THIS 
ATTORNEY 
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December 17, 1963 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi- 
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI, 
together -with enclosures. 

For your information, the FBI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred ?iJ. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 

The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


CTG:ph 
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NOTE: 


(This is the case which recently received 
considerable press coverage. The Department requested 
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun registration legislation. We 
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative report. The Department 
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a. lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued.) Bureau indices contain no 
derogatory information identifiable with the correspondent. 


December 14 , i960 


Hr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau ox Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am writing to you because I read Hew York Times that the 

FBI was conducting an investigation of the National Rifle Association 
to determine whether or not it was a lobbying group 7 1 also "under slancl 

from radio commentators* remarks that the question of whether or not 
the NRA is an educational group is pertinent. 

I am not connected with the NRA in any way, but I am disconcerted 
by many things that are happening in our country, among which are re- 
curring atiJipts to discredit persons (as you surely Must know) and or- 
ganisations which contribute to the well-being and security of this 
country. 


If there Is any qhestion as to whether or not the NRA is an educa- 
tional organisation, the attached Xerocopies of clippings from our 
local newspaper should be enlightehing. They concern the death of Ed 
Fichter, who was a certified instructor of the National Rifle Association 
The Verona Rifle Club, under hi3 leadership and under the auspices 
of the NRA, has been 
for twenty years. 




_ Richter 

selecn ooys for nxs cuud who Here emotionally stable, but 
aside from that, any boy who would aarry his load was welcome. I 
have never heard of a boy who learned the use of firearms at the Verona 
Rifle Club who got into serious trouble or who misused the knowledge 
that he gained. Many have served and are now serving in the armed forces 
and have been outstanding marksmen. 


I presume that the investigation of the NRA results from its op- 
position to gun control legislation. In my opinion, it is fortunate 
that one group spoke up in opposition to prevent emotionalism from 
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holding sw ay over intelligence in this legislation. I do not believe 
that legislation or registration of guns could have prevented the 
events which led to the cry for gun control legislation, nor do I be- 
lieve that it will prevent criminal and lawless elements from obtaining 
guns. It may, however, if the 1JRA is destroyed or discredited, mean 
that fevxer decent, patriotic, law-abiding young men will know how to 
handle a gun. 

I understand that the I IRA has recently filed as a lobbying or- 
ganization, apparently as a result of the proposed FBI investigation 
and as a protection against prosecution. I question why the KRA was 
selected at this particular tine for investigation from among the 
500,000 organizations which enjoy tax-exempt status under Internal 
Revenue Service regulations, and I question how many of these organiz- 
ations could stand investigation as being non— profit and non— lobbying* 

In my opinion, the NRA is as much, and possibly more, concerned with 
education and the welfare of the country than many other so-called 
educational groups. In all fairness, it would be qquitabie to investigate 
organizations enjoying tax-exempt status and to determine how many 
have refrained from attempting to influence legislation. 

If you will accept the premise that education concerns more than 
facts from a book, I believe that you will conclude after reading the 
enclosed clippings that the NRA, through Ed Eichter and the Verona 
Rifle Club, was truly involved in education. 



Yours very truly, 



Copy to: 

National Rifle Association 




6$ Edwin Fichter, 
Rifle Instructor 

tx 

\ Services for Edwin L. Eich- I 
ter of 48 Elmwood Rd., Ve- 
^ rona, will fee held this eve- 
ning at 7:30 at -the Arthur K. 
Vv Brown, Inc., (Home for Serv- 
ices), 620 Bloomfield Ave., Ve- 
rona, with the Rev. Walter M. 
Moore, pastor of the First 
■*-* Presbyterian Church of Ve- 
r rona, officiating. Interment 
V.) v/ 111 be in Prospect Hill Ceme- 
\ ’ tery. Mr. Eichter -died Sunday 
X^ at Mountainside Hospital. He 
x was 65. 

Though he was horn in 
Caldwell, Mr. Fichter had liv- 
ed in Verona 64 years. He was 
employed as a brush-maker 
with Heifer Brushes,- Verona. 

• A certified instructor of the 
I National Rifle Association, Mr: 

I Fichter organized the Verona 
| Junior Rifle Club 20 years ‘ago. 
He was a Boy Scout Leader 
for tiie Troop at the Verona 
Presbyterian Church for the 
same number of years. . 

' He is survived by a sister, 
Mrs. John Reeves of Cedar » 
Crave. i 
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Verona lost a “friend” last week. More specific- 
ally, Verona hoys lost one of their best friends. Ed 
Fichter whose entire life was devoted to Scouting 
and in mere recent years to the Verona Junior Rifle 
Club has passed from the scene. Ke was a quiet man. 
and until the last retained that elusive quality which 
stamps the eternal young;. His countenance bore a 
quizzical look always. At a moment Ills face could 
light up into a boyish grin. There was something imp- 
ish about him. At times he resembled a fleeting lepre- 
cnaun, ready to reveal hidden treasures to anyone who 
could keep in step with him. 

He knew of many treasures that exist in the 
woods, on mountains,, in the trees and in the sky. He 
had a cabin on a mountain, a tumble-down shack in 
a way, but a magical place where he would take his 
boys on weekends. By the light of an old stove, oil 
lamps, occasionally candles he would weave ghost 
stoiies to the delight of his folowcrs as the moon 
cast eerie shadows outside the clearing and the wind 
whistled through the broken rafters. There were times 
when he arranged more sophisticated outings to the | 
Maine woodlands. Once wc asked him how many boys 
he could remember having been under his tutelage. I 
He reflected a few seconds “Hundreds, ’ he guessed.] 
He was something like the fabled “Mr. Chips.” He had* 
many boys whose names he could recount one by one, 
placing them in certain categories, years and eras. 

Among his prized possessions were letters from 
some of his M boys ”who fought in World War II, in 
the Korean War, in the War in Vietnam. They y/rote 
as friends, which they were, and mostly they attested 
to the training he had given them while in the rifle 
organization. ‘I don’t think I’d be around without hav- 
ing been privileged to learn everything you taught 
me,” one wrote whose mastery of guns had saved him 
in a Vietnam ambush. He never thought of boys as 1 
being different in any age. “Outward appearances j 
don’t mean a thing,” he said once in discussing to- J 
day’s prevailing dress and mannerisms. “Inside a boy / 
is always a boy” • • 
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Youngsters who met him for the first time 
couldn’t always figure him out But they learned 
quickly that was because they regarded him as one of 
the “grown-ups” and when they realized that he was 
one of “them,” a bond of affection soon developed. He J 
made them understand first of all that membership j 
in the rifle club was contingent upon discipline and I 
respect. He stressed care in the handling of all fire- / 
arms and he took pride in the club’s record of safety. 

He had hoped someday to have a clubhouse In the 
community and an indoor rifle range but his efforts 
towards this end were not achieved. Some day, per- 
haps. they will be. In recent years, he was ^uccesful in 
having others help him in his endeavors and the club 
which he headed for twenty yenm underwent more 
intensive organization. Those who worked with him 
are not apt to abandon his dream. Ills "boys” arc not 
likely to forget. He was a patient man and ho prob- 
ably Is still willing to waiL. “When you aim for some- 
thing like this,” he said a couple of years ako in 
speaking of the potability of a club headquarters, 

>u hire to tw certain of your sights and then not 
It se'un.i certain that those who were most 
,o hint will continue his aim. 
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Editor, The Tunes: 

On Sunday, Nov. 24, Ed 
Kith ter, rifle instructor of 
th? Verona Junior Rifle 
Club d:cd. Ed was like a 
second grandfather to me. I 
nad many wonderful times' 
with him. 

I was fortunate to know 
him for throe years. In these 
years I learned many things 
from him. Ho helped me at 
tho gun club, leaching me 
the proper use of guns, but 
more important he taught 
me how to be « better per- 
nun. 

I spent three vacations 
with Ed and some of the 
other boys in the club dur- 
ing the Summer at Stokes 
forest. It was Ed’s two 
weeks vacation and he en- 
joyed spending them with 
us. On weekends during the 
year we would go to the 
cabin in West Milford. New 
Vears Eve, Ed would ask 
some of us to the house to 


celebrate the arrival of th-* 
new year. 

1 know I speak for ail the 
boys in the club, and for 
anyone who knew Ed that 
our lives were made richer 
through our Association with 
him. 

I can remember when I 
first joined the club. I didn’t 
do too well with my targets. 
Ed hud patience and encour- 
aged me when I would get 
discouraged. When at the 
end of the year some of us 
“poor’’ beginners would be 
awarded a trophy for doing 
well. I think Ed got just as 
much a thrill as we did. 

The gun club will not be 
the same without him. ami 
I’ll miss him very much. I 
hope however, that somehow 
the club will comimic ns 
Ed would have wanted it lot 

I hope that by reading 
this letter, people will come 
to know and appreciate 
what this man stood for and 
what he trier! sn hard to 


teach us by his exemplary 
li/e. 

RICHARD FERGUSON* 
Verona* N.J., Dec. 2, 19G3 


gave ufk to youth 

Ed i/or. The Times: 

At Thanksgiving tins year 
we wore most grateful for 
our family and friends. Wo 
r specially thanked God for 
having given us an Ed Richt- 
er V/hom He chose to call 
b.o’U to Him this week. 

This humble man gave of 
himself, unselfishly, for over 
forty years to the service of 
youth during a most impres- 
sive and formal ivo lunr of 
tlicdr live.*., We \v»'it Jnn-.t 
fortunate to have had our 
son under Ed's guidance for 
the past five years. Please 
God, the high character of 
this man shall live on in 
the rr. 3 ny boys and girls 
who were so fortunate as to 
have had Ed Fienter as their 
friend and guide. 

JOAN and JIM CARROLL 
Verona. N.J., Dec. 2, lObll 


rnifv.NHS PAY TKIUL’TE 
Editor, The Times: 

It has been a week since 
we heard that Ed Fichter 
had died and -stilt we can’t 
believe that he is gone. We 
are not writing just because 
Ed was our friend, but to 
try in some way explain 
what this man meant ta our 
three boys and to so many 
people. 

There are words that mu hi 
simply describe him — kind, 
patient, dedicated, humble, 
appreciative — but they only 

#» *5i I f fjjiilif.»i ttf Mi.' 
led, , flint In l.Omv 


tell 
If (a 


a unique expert- 


him was 
cncc. 

Ed dedicated his life to 
youth. For twenty years he 
was Hoy Scout Leader at the 
Presbyterian Church and 
later organized the Verona 
Junior Hi fie Club for the 
same amount of years. For 
most men, once a week in- 
structing the boys in the 
handling of guns would be 
enough, ( but for Ed seven 
days a week wouldn’t be too 
much. 

INI any nights boys would 
stop in at his house just to 
talk and hear about trips 
he had taken and experi- 
ences he had in previous 
years.* Considering Ed was 
(if* years old. you can sec 
that the difference in age 
meant nothing to the boys. 
Il was just being there with 
it i : n Ilia! counted. He gained 
the roped of Ihosc boys, 
something many parent* to- 
day wished they had. 

How inexpensive time is 
jf you are willing to give 
of yourself. Truthfully how 
many of us give time to any- 
thing unless we can .see 
so mo thing in it for ourselves. 
Ed had time, it was free, 
and he didn't wash* II. I 
knuW he always tried to 
help til hers, lb* novel* cum* 
plumed. This was the way 
this man lived, lie spoke 
only good of people. Wo 
know things weren’t always 
easy for him. but somehow 
he’d never let you know it. 

Me t of us measure our- 


f.dw:! by 

r.i ;nliiin \v 


till* malarial pii'.- 
* have In life, Kd 


was rich in the satisfaction 
of dedication and always 
lived life as best ho could 
in the short time lie had. 

He was especially proud 
of the many letters ho re- 
ceived from former chib 
members now serving in 
Vietnam. There was no “gen- 
eration gap” between Ed 
and these . boys. He had 
gained their .respect and 
they never forgot him. 

It pleased us to* see so 
many pay their last rev pee is 
to such a fine man. There 
were the young members in 
the club, previous m< mho:**;, 
and pa rents of boys showing 
their gratitude for 'all he 
had done for their sons. 

Even the day he died he 
was with the boys, trying in 
some small way to help at 
their annual fund raUer. 

For those that didn't get. 
to know hint, I'm Son y, tm* 
there arc not many Kd K*cli- 
tcr.s around. Our only '-egret 
is lout after Hu gave so 
much to the youth of Ve- 
rona, he never was able to 
obtain his wish for his own 
range in Verona. 

MR. & MRS. J. FERGUSON 
Verona, N.J., Dec. 2, JOG# 
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December 17, 1968 
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This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter dated December 14, 1968, concerning investi- 
gation of the National Rifle Association by the FBI. 

For your information, the FBI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 

The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 


REC-19 

(119-64)' 


Sincerely yours, 

J, Edgar' Hoovet ' 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


CTG: bap (3) '0 C *{J 
SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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This is the case which recently received 
considerable press coverage. The Department requested 
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun registration legislation. We 
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative report. The Department 
on 12/10/68 advised that an official of the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no 
derogatory information identifiable with the^c^jresDondent 
The November, 1968, te 

a listing for 

-Illinois, and no urst name is uste 
correspondent . 







J Edj ar Hccver 
T E I 

Washington, I' C 
Dear Sir: 


I nets yci have been ordered to investigate 
the National Rifleman's Assccioticr or that is what 
ot r paper stated. 

r 

The following are seme of the observations 
I have made ever the years and new it seems they are 
coni rg to a head. At the tir.e Spain was taken over 
by the communists, Spain for seme time had had a pin 
reprint ration law. I once saw a movie depicting the 

aett al. riots and take ever of that car. try by the commies. 

“ sru weu private citizens b e.’ eg forced to give up 
their hand pi ns, rifles etc. It stated that there were 
lists cf these pi ns sc that it was made easy for the 
commies to knew where the pins were. V>at. a deadly 
rarallel to cur country at rresent . 


It might seem that we had three instances happened 
here which brought up the ideas th-t a jin law would be 
the thing in the ISA. At first after these affairs 
it seemed public sentiment all was for this rear: strati on 
end licensing. Later when the pi blic has time to think 
the letters run against it. The Nations! Rifleman's 
Acs.* •• iaticr carried on a bitter fight. 


I also heard a speech about c e year age given 
by a small manufacturer. ?ie had carried or a ere nan 
fight against seme ci the things which were being dc r e 
ir the manufacture cf ammunitions rr.d guns for our gov- 
ernment for the war in Vietnam. It seems faulty work- 
man ship won being ordered by seme ere higher jip to cc 
this. Ho was tclu to lay off or he would lose his orders 
from the government. He was fatrictic and did ret I 
la-.- off. He was harrassed, disgraced and finally j^irled' 
for his efforts. ’ ’ 






There might be seve ccrnecticn of this investigation 
aga-irst the N R A because of their determined stance 
against the fan registration law. It would net sur- 
prise me. There have been ether things cone up lately 
where sene ere or some company has been brought ur be- 
fore the I F. S for seme farcied reasons wh^n that indi- 
vidual or com ary had nr against thirds were net right 
but were being dcre becai se scr.ecre h-pher pp favored 
dofeng then. 

1 doubt if yei aie at liberty to disclose who pave 
the order to ir vest i pate the 1-! f A. l ut. if you are I 
would like tc knew who £ ave the crier. Just like the; 
order given the buebelo officers ret tc resist the hi- 
jacking of that beat. And also who pave the orders for 
the ether l' S beats close by ret tc interfere* It seems 
such orders were riven. 

Thinks for hsvi. np patience tc ?6ad this if y^. 
were liven the letter tc read. After Jan. 1969 there 
night be seme change, let t.s hope sc. 



This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter on December 13, 1968, concerning investiga- 
tion of the National Rifle Association by the FBI. 

For your information, the FBI, at the 
request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., Assistant 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. 


The results of our investigation have 
been furnished to the Criminal Division, Department 
of Justice, and if you have any further question 
concerning this matter you may desire to contact 
that office relative thereto. 


Sincerely yours, 

• Sdgut 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



(119-64) 
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F3t. DOJ 


" :h-Sdgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Dear Hr Hoover : 

I believe I heard on radio that your 
office had been asked by /a legislator to investigate 
the grounds on which the National Rifle Association 
claims tax exemption. 

If you have not already done so, I suggest 
that you begin with Senator' Tydings. That senator 
declared on national television— presumably a non- 
privileged utterance — that this organization is 
supported by the Arms manufacturers and he at least 
hinted that it had no right to claim lax exemption, 

I know members of this association who 
unhesitatingly describe it as a "lobby." A local 
man guessed that Senator Monroney perhaps lost 
100,000 votes in Oklahoma merely for his sponsoring 
to some extent the "fly-speck" Act which is the 
only thing that the current legislature would allow. 


Jours truly. 


® 039 ! 



DEC 19 1968 



.December 17, 1968 
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Thank you for your letter of December 7th, with 
enclosure. It was kind of you to give me the benefit of your obser- 
vations. 


For your information, the FBI, at the request of 
Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr. , Assistant Attorney General, Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, conducted a limited investigation 
to determine if the National Rifle Association should have regis- 
tered with the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun control legislation. 

The results of our investigation have been furnished 
to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may wish • 
to contact that office. I can assure you that the FBI will continue to 
discharge its responsibilities with the same high degree of impar- 
tiality, thoroughness, and dispatch which have characterized our 
investigations in the past. 



9i shcp 
Casper 
Call :h 

r 


NOTE: Bufiles show one prior outgoing to correspondent in 1954 
r.i. -/ regarding a firearms identification matter. He is otherwise not 
It r At ] identifiable in Bufiles. During our investigation of this matter, we 

,r. — D— ' ’ y's \' ! 

WMGrcae J4) ' '*• 

U E C 2 ! ‘ v NOTE continued Page Two. 
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NOTE continued: interviewed three officials of National Rifle 
Association (NRA) and furnished the Department with an investi- 
gative report. On December 10th, the Department advised that 
an official of NRA registered on that date with the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives as a lobbyist, and the Department requested that 
any further investigation by the Bureau be discontinued. 


Nr.- J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, B. C. 


b 


Bear Mr. Hoover: 


) 

/ . 


/ 


This morning, I picked up my copy of the Rochester DEMOCRAT - 
CHRONICLE ana glanced at the front page. As it is the "Bay of Inf feiy 1 ^ 
it was fully exoected to find bold type pertaining to Pearl Harborr 


M lyilo . 

M •. 

T.l f. iS ui ji van 

M*. Tavel 

M f. Tn*Ut?r 

TcK’. Hnoni 

M.*.s if flams 

Miss Gandy 


I However, what I saw on the front page reaffirmed what the day is, 

land doubled it in spades.. .FBI Investigates NRA. 

| This letter is not being written as a slam against your organization, 

from time to time, 

-i « 

It is realized that you are in the middle on this, action involving 
NRA. It is obvious that there are people in high position that wish to C>;_ 
see 7 IRA die a a.uick death, in order to have little opposition to Jooth 
restrictive firearm laws and total confiscation of ail weapons, xt is j“" 
further obvious that some of these same people would back illegal over— 
throw of our government . 

uui 

*.s a member of NRA, I resent this action involved, but realize that 1 
it has to be, to eliminate slams and innuendos against MRA . From articles 
and statements made by you, in the past, I believe that you realize fully 
what NRA is and what they do and what they have done. 



The "nickel and dime" tax angle, from being labelled a possible 
lobby, is their, the "anti gun" people's, oossible weapon against MRA. 
As a grass roots member of .IRA, and thoroughly reading all of the items 
that they release to the public, it is strictly education of facts and 
legislative happenings. In New York State, a ITtA Hunter Safety Course 


is the way to a hunting 
preserve freedom of our 


license 
great 


This 


V/hat galls me 
wanting NRA's hide 


is 

country in 

REC 


definitely an education to / > 

- /§ •• 

probably the most is this. Some of tne loudest people 
are members of the largest "lobby" going, although 
not labelled. They and their organizations have meddled in politics for 
years. Much of their doings are directly responsible for crime in the 
streets, riots and murders. They hold billions in TAX FREE properties, 
and are corporations unto themselves. Some involved would take over 
government by any means, including screaming at NRA and sneak in ’where 
they can to grab what they can, while protective organizations are busy 
"ghost hunting". You know who I mean.. THE CHURCHES! I wonder how many, 
tomorrow, will mention Pearl Harbor and then Monday, back to work! 


The newspapers working over NRA whenever possible are tils mouth- 
pieces. Today, in my mail, another little gem came to light. Many papers 
carried articles blaming the UYS Motor vehicle Bureau for selling their 
registration lists and are responsible for junk mail. An explanatory 
letter, in answer to a letter I wrote, spelled out their involvement. 

It directly charged the papers as twisting the facts. I have other^ letters 
stating the same thing. . .twisting of facts by newspapers to suit their 




.whims. Another, very portant one, involved 
Scouts of America was considering dropping 
in their program. This was simoly not true! 


jment that 


Boy 

badge 




number of mxsinrorffiacion 
organizations and individuals, but 
is not right, in any sense. 


a ex ion i 

Another twisted bit. As da; 
increases# I can see editorials blasting 
to make NEWS ARTICLES editorials, this 


We wonder who is responsible for all this mayhem in the United States# 
Sir, it is obvious who plays what roles, despite the noisy ghost hunters, 
shifting blame wherever possible, other than at their doorstep. True, the 
involvement is numerous, so ALL chips should fall to the respective door- 
steps. 


Mr. Hoover, I write this letter as a simple request. In the name of 
humanity and freedom, please be fair to whatever organization comes under 
attack or investigation# As in the past, continue to insure that you whole 
organization is fair and factual, despite political pressures and whims 
1 1 of individuals and money. 


If 'TLA is a lobby, it can be only a lobby insuring freedom and return 
to sanity and common sense.. MR A has the respect of many... the FBI has the 
resoect of many. Are not both of the organizations working for the same 
rroal, although from different positions? Has the FBI ever been called a 
lobby? 


Please continue to just be fair 
Thank you. 



Fellow Sportsman: 


We are in the midst of the hunting seasons and therefore our guns sre 
.foremost in our activities ... AT THE MOMBNTl 

In three weeks, the deer season will be about. done. Our puns will be 
oiled and returned to storage for next year. Our thoughts will turn 
to the hustle and bustle of Christmas, snowblowers, overtime at work 
and Just about everything other than the shooting sports. 

There are some peoole who do not forget about our sport l Each snd 
every day it is in their minds. Many of these are the really dedicated 
of the hobby. Indoor target work, rabbits and fox pursuit in snowy 
fields, planning of next year's trip, looking to taking their sons on 
their first hunting are the thoughts. 

However, another small, but dedicated group is aboutj These are the 
people with thoughts contrary to free use AND ownership of ALL guns. 
Like the one rotten eonle in the barrel, it will sooil the whole 
barrel. It has to be removed before all is lost. 

With armies, it can be sootted easily and quickly removed. However, 
with peoole, it takes longer to find and remove the spoilage. There 
ere those of us who have worked long and hard to find these peoole, 
orovide the factual education to alleviate the myths in their minds. 
Working for the best of legislation for all, we've managed to work 
In. 


v e are a very tired bunchi At times, we wonder whether we are really 
doing much to helo our snort. We feel that we have done our part. We 
look for oeoole to take over the load and fight! Very few come for- 
ward, so renewed dedication is our only answer! 

YOU, the nimrod and experienced, can REALLY DO YOTJR PART... NOW! You 
have all heard of the National Rifle Association. Many of you have 
thought of joining, from time to time, but have not. Some of you may 
only know of NRA through the daily press AND perhaps in a bad light. 

NR A has been behind every gun owner and free citizen for NEARLY ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS. They have trained shooters in accuracy and in the best 
of shooting safety. They have provided the best in ooen competition 
on ranges. Many of our nation's heroes in fighting for freedom and 
keeping it have been NRA trained. They have fought for decent legis- 
lation at all levels, favorable to ALL citizens. In essence, NRA is 
a MAJOR part of our great heritage. I think that it is safe to say, 
and history prove, that this one organization has been foremost in 
keeping America free. 

Five past oresldents of our great country have been NRA members. Now, 
s sixth la about t* ^ake office* Richard Nixon la a LIFE MEMBER of 
^RA, Another great hero can be spawned. . .with YOUR help. 

uq-if-it 


How can you help? T best of legislation can b< i REALITY for YOUJ 
The strongest organization of responsible gun owners, ever, is he^e, 
ready to serve you. Your voice will join the loudest ohorus ever 
conceived, for freedom for ALL. 


HRA has ONE MILLION MEMBERS, from all walks of life, BUT WE NEED Y0U1 
Your membership insures ONE MORE VOTE for decency and return to ssnity 
in this country. Your thoughts and ideas to this end will Join others 
to insure this reality. 


The yearly dues are YOUR insurance Dolicy for that gun of YOURS to 
stay in YOUR home. Your monthly magazine, "THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN”, is 
terrific and worth the cost of membership alone. How much is YOUR 
membership? Just $6 regularly. However, I'm sending in a group of 
your fellow shooters. . .at ONLY $5 oer membership. 


Drop a hint for Christmas, there is an ideal Or drop a line to NRA, 
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. Or, drop a 
line or call me and I'll do the paperwork. Any NRA member will also 
help you. 


1969 is the year of decision for us and whether we will be ALLOWED 
to OWN our guns. Join with Richard Nixon as your hunting partner 
and EACH AND EVERY resoonsible gun owner as YOUR friend. 


Call me NOW: or drop a line. Sign up NOW and I'll hit you for the 
$5 afte^Januar^^^t should you wish... or any time lnbetween. 

Ph on 



\ 


Yours for the best In your 
shootfng sports. 





HKS* -i *5HS* 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 




■:hh> 
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I hereby eooly for membershio In the National Rifle Association. In- 
cluding a subserlotion to "THE AMERICAN RIFLEMAN" . I certify that I am 
a citizen of good reoute of the United States of America; that I am 
not a member of any organization or group having as Its puroose or one 
°I lu P T u f? 0 !®* the overthrow by force and violence of the Government 
of the United States or any of the political subdivisions ;' that I have 
never been convicted of a crime of violence; and that, If admitted to 
membership, I will fulfill the obligations of good SDortsmanshiD and 
good citizenship. 


Name 

City. 


” (Signature; 
Address 

■ Stat « Zip Age 


Make checks payable to NRA 


December 19, 19G-3 







^ Ilf 

Honorable Earle Cabell 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 




letter from 

concerning OVY investigation oi 
Association has been received. 


, enclosing a 
alias, Texa 3 , 
onal Rifle 


:y 

) / V. 


The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice, 
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the 
National Rifle Association should have registered v/ith 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun control legislation. The results 
oi our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any 
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire 
to contact that office relative thereto. 



You may also wish to adviso your constituents 
that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, does not determine 
whether prosecutive action will be undertaken in any 
situation. Such decisions concerning violations of 
Federal law are within the province of the Attorney 
General. Voluminous data regarding riots and rioters 
have been furnished to the Attorney General. 


I am enclosing some material which you may 
wish to send to your constituents and I am returning 
the constituents' letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

J„ Sdiar Hoove? 



/; 


Enclosures (4) 
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Honorable Earle Cabell 


Description of enclosures: 

(1) Statement of Director before the National Commission 
on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68. 

(2) Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the 

New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism." 

(3) Message from Director to all Law Enforcement Officials 
May, 1968. 

NOTE 

This is the case which recently received considerable 
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should 
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished 
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on 
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested 
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued. 
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable 
with the constituents. We have had cordial relations with 
Congressman Cabell in the past. 


2 


EARL^ ^abeul 

Sth District, Texas 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

1 12t Longworth House Office Building 
PHONE: 225-2231 

DALLAS OFFICE: 

Room 716 - 11 14 Commerce 
Phone: Rf 9-3571 


Congress of tfje Umteb states 

?|>ou$e of ^epressentattoeg 

<EHa*f)mgton, 50.C. 20515 


COMMITTEE: 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 
SUBCOMMITTEE: 

Manned Space Flight 

Hugh G. Hart, Jr. 
administrative assistant 

Mrs. Jennie Gpindberg 
executive secretary 


December 13, 1968 


) 

/ 


Director 

Office of Congressional Liaison 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
The Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 





s a letter received in my office from 
riji which they are protesting the FBI ’Is 
e^National Rifle Association. 


jl would greatly appreciate your comments on this natter so 
jtnat I might know how to respond to their communication. 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am 

Sincerely, 

^ i 

K 

EARLE CABELL, M. C. 

ECrjb 
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DEC 1 11968 



Hon. Earle Cabell 
United States House of 
Washington, D.C. 


Representatives 


Dear Sir: 


r 


y~.t fc-j 


I must strongly protest the FBI investigation of the NR A. 
It is an insult to the organization and to the 1,063,355 
members. W hen you investigate the NR A, you investigate 

me . 


Let's be constructive. Let's get some effective legislation 
through. Let's investigate, and not whitewash the riots, 
rioters and especially the instigators of the riots. Let 



ENCLOSURE 











Honorable Charles H. Percy 


NOTE : t 

This is the case 'which recently received considerable 
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine whether the' %ational R if le Assoc i at ion ^NRA) should 
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and 
furnished the Department with an investigative report. 

The Department on 12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68, with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau 

derogatory information identifiable withHHH|M R 
Previous correspondence with Senator Perc^ta^bee^^^fiU^T " V 





3Cnxteb -Slates -Senate 

December 15, 1968 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure . 



GPO 'J-riiiM 


By direction of 

Charles H. Percy/bb 

. , I 
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DEC i c ! 968 
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Honorable William L. Scott 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 


December 17, 1968 





Your communic^^mi^^^^^&cemh^^^, 1968, 
enclosing a letter fromHHUH|^^^^^^Bboncerning 
our investigation of th^^^ionSnf^^^^ssociation 
has been received. * — ~ 


The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 
Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of 
Justice, conducted a limited investigation to 
determine if the National Rifle Association should 
have registered with the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with 
gun control legislation. The results of our investi- 
gation have been furnished to the Criminal Division, 
Department of Justice, and if you have any further 
questions concerning this matter, you may desire to 
contact that office relative thereto. 


With respect to the other inquiries, I 
can tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable 
amount of investigation regarding the subversive 
movement which threatens our country today. Being 
strictly an investigative agency of the Department 
of Justice, we have furnished the results of our 
inquiries to the Attorney General for his opinion 
with respect to prosecution in these matters. 


CeLoT'-h 
Me nr 

Bur.ep _ 
Ca.:per _ 
C i.l zr. :n 

F'.'i* 





I am enclosing some material which you 
may wish to send to your constituent and, in addition 
I am returning the constituent's letter pursuant to 
your request, /■ 

! (/ 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


Enclosures (4) , „ c, 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
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Honorable William L. Scott 


Description of Enclosures: 

(1) Statement of Director before the National 
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of 
Violence, 9/18/68. 

(2) Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the 

New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism." 

(3) Turbulence on the Campus. 

NOTE: 


This is the case which recently received 
considerable press coverage. The Department requested 
investigation to determine whether the National Rifle 
Association (NRA) should have registered as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun registration legislation. We 
interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished the 
Department with an investigative report. The Department 
on 12/10/68 advised that the NRA registered on 
12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. Bureau indices contain no 
derogatory information identifiable with the constituent. 

We have had cordial relations with Congressman Scott in 
the past. 


2 


(Congress of tf>e ®m'(cb g>taie£ 
use of •Kepresentatibe* 

IBasfjinflton, B.C. 




December 13 196 8 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, FBI 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

The attached communication 
is sent for your consideration. 

Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary information for re- 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 

Yours truly, 

William L. Scott, M. C. 

8th district, Virginia 





. .*- j 







Dear Mr. Scott, 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate you on your re elec.tion to Congress 
from this district. 

I read in the news today that the FBI is 
. investigating the National Rifle Association 
I at the request of our so called Justice Dept, 
at the taxpayers expense, of course. I wonder 
if you have any information concerning the basis 
, for this investigation? 

In my opinion there are hundreds of sub- 
versive organizations in this country that 
seriously warrant a through investigation other 
than tiie ii.R.A. 

Has the Justice Dept, instigated any in- 
vestigations of the Black Panthers, Blacks tone 
Rangers, Black United front, American Civil 
Libertys Union or any of the organizations 
disrupting our colleges today? If not, can Con- 
gress direct theFBI to do this? 



I haven't heard of any 1TRA members murdering 
policemen or staging battlefield type street 
demonstrations. 

I only hope and pray that the Nixon admin- 
istration, with the help of good Congressmen 
like you: self, can restore Americanism to this 
country. 


A 


ffiKiJiOSUI® Ip 

- . 

• ' / 1 
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December 23, 1938 


Honorable Joel T. Broyhill 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

You|^^^^ej^^Decgjjbei^K) , 1983, enclosing 

concerning our 

invest igation^^^^^^^W^WonW^^W^^ Association has 
been received. 


The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice, 
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the 
National Rifle Association should have registered with 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun control legislation. The results 
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any 
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire 
to contact that office relative thereto. 

In accordance with your request, I am returning 
Mr. Barthelow's letter. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosure 


CTG : DC , / 

(4) , r i:~ 
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See note page 2 





Honorable Joel T. Broyhill 


NOTE : 

This is the case which recently received considerable 
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA ) should 
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished 
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on 
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested 
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued. 
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable 
with the constituent. Our relations with Congressman Broyhill 
have been generally satisfactory. 


T. BROYHILL 
10th District. Virginia 

Alexandria. Arlington, 
Falls Church. Fairfax City 
and Part of Fairfax County 




Congress of tfje 13mteb States 

?boti£e of &epre£entatibes 

ffiUas&mston, 53. C. 


COMMITTEES: 
Ways and means 
District of Columbia 


HOMER LEE KROUT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 


December 19, 1968 


/ 

/ 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 

The attached communication, or pertinent extracts 
thereof, is sent for your consideration. Please investigate 
the statements contained therein and forward me the necessary 
information for reply returning the enclosed correspondence 
with your answer. 



Any assistance you can properly render toward accomplishing 
the objective stated in the enclosure will be appreciated. 


With best wishes, I am 


Sincerely, 


i 

Joel T. Broyhill, H. C. . 

- 9 - 2 
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Honorable Joel T. Broyhill 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Sir 



How is it that the Federal Bureau of /Investigation, an agency of the federal 
government, is allovrod to harass thd° Rational Rifle Association with its in- 
timidating investigations? The only "crime" which the r '15RA stands accused of 
is that it has the courago to defend the basic rights of Americans. 


It appears highly contradictory to require a person to give up his tine, fight- 
ing for rights in Southeast Asia, when these same rights are becoming non- 
existent in our o'.r.i country. 


Sincerely 




— i ■ j * - Jvdi-, • 




December 24, 1968 

//?- ^ 


Honorable Janies C. Cleveland 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C, 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

Your letter losing 

letter f concern- 

ing our investigation o^^S^^ra^^^^n^W^^^^Tssociation 
has been received. 

The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice, 
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the 
National Rifle Association should have registered with 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun control legislation. The results 
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any 
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire 
to contact that office relative thereto. 

Sincerely yours, 

.T. Fv’/rr Hoover 


OLD: DC 
(4) 
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* y / 1 / See note page 2 
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Honorable James C. Cleveland 


NOTE: 


This is the case which recently received considerable 
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should 
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and furnished 
the Department with an investigative report. The Department on 
12/10/68, advised that the NRA registered on 12/10/68, with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist; and requested 
that any further investigation by this Bureau be discontinued. 
Bureau indices contain no derogatory information identifiable 
with the constituent. Our relations with Congressman Cleveland 
are limited but have been generally satisfactory. 
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JAMES C. CLEVELAND 

2d Dist., New Hampshire 

Committees: 

PUBLIC WORKS 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE 
ORGANIZATION OF THE 
CONGRESS 

HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 


Congress of tfje United States 

tousle of 3^epresferrtatitiejS 

80asf)fn0ton, 30. C 


Washington Office: 

1112 Long worth House Office Blog. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
TEL.: 225-5206 

District Offices* 

316 Federal Building 
53 Pleasant Street 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
TEL.: 224-4187 

1 3V4 Main Street 
Nashua, New Hampshire 03060 
Tel.: 883-4525 


December 20 , 106- 


non, J. Ecli; ar Hoover, Director 
Federal bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington , D.C, 

Dear ilr. Hoover: 


: 

r j 


cf ! 


I uni enclosing a copy of a letter from a constituent 

O who is concerned about the F.3.I.'s investigation of the 
National Rifle Association. 


Any assistance you could yivc no in answering ny 
constituent's inquiry v;oulti be most appreciated. 

Sincerely , 



j 


fames C. Cleveland, M.C. 
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The Honorable James Cleveland 
1 . 1 '. 2 Longworth HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Cleveland: 

It has come to my attention that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has launched an Investigation of the 
National Rifle Association. This inquiry reportedly is 
being made at the request of an unidentified member of 
Congress. As I have been a member of the National Rifle 
Association for the past twenty years, I would appreciate 
learning why such an inquiry. 

The National Rifle Association has, in the past, opposed 
unwarranted and unreasonable laws pertaining to firearms; 
however, no subversive activity has ever come to my atten- 
tion. Unfortunately , many people. feel that investigation by 
a police authority, particularly the F.B.I., is indicative 
of wrong-doing; therefore, as both a member of the^ N . R . A . 
and citizen of the United States, I question the legitimacy 
of this inquiry. 



ui-w- al> 









December 13, 1968 


1/9 

Honorable James Harvey 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 




Your letter of December 9, 1968, enclosing 
a copy of excerpts from a constituent's letter 
concerning our investigation of the National Rifle 
Association has been received. 


The FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 

Vinson, Jr., Criminal Division, Department of Justice, 
conducted a limited investigation to determine if the 
National Rifle Association should have registered with 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives as a lobbyist 
in connection with gun control legislation. The results 
of our investigation have been furnished to the Criminal 
Division, Department of Justice, and if you have any 
further questions concerning this matter, you may desire 
to contact that office relative thereto. 


With respect to th9 other inquiries, I can 
tell you the FBI has conducted a considerable amount 
of investigation regarding the subversive movement which 
threatens our country today. Being strictly an investi- 
gative agency of the Department of Justice, we have 
furnished the results of our inquiries to the Attorney 
General for his opinion with respect to prosecution in 
these matters. 


I am enclosing some material which you may 
wish-in s end to vo ur constituent. 




MAILED 20 

DEC 2 3 196^/1 


COMM-FBI 


Enclosures (4) 
CTG: bap (4) 'r 


Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 


r * 
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SEE NOTE PAGE TWO. . . . 
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Honorable James Harvey 


Description of Enclosures: 

(1) Testimony of Director before House Subcommittee on 
Appropriations 2/3/68. 

(2) Statement of Director before the National Commission on 
the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 9/18/68. 

(3) Message from Director entitled "An Analysis of the 

New Left: A Gospel of Nihilism." 

(4) Turbulence on The Campus. 

NOTE: 


This is the case which recently received considerable 
press coverage. The Department requested investigation to 
determine whether the National Rifle Association (NRA) should 
have registered as a lobbyist in connection with gun registration 
legislation. We interviewed three officials of NRA and 
furnished the Department with an investigative report. 

The 1 S?n/^ ent on 12 / 10 / 68 advised that the NRA registered 
on 12/10/68 with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as a lobbyist; and requested that any further investigation 
by this Bureau be discontinued. The constituent is not 
identified in the Congressman's correspondence. Congressman 
Harvey is on the Special Correspondent’s List. 


1 - JAMES HARVEY 

^ 8fH*DlSY«ICT. MICHIGAN 

410 Cannon Office. Building 
Telephone* 225-2806 

Committee: 

INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 


Congress: of tfie fHniteb States 

iloufie of HkpreSentatibesi 

2®ag&taston, 3B.C. 20515 

December 9, 1968 


District Offices: 

10-11 Jefferson- Baum Court * 
Saginaw, Michigan 
753-6565 

409 Fort 

Port Huron, Michigan 
982-0591 
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Honorable J. Edgar Hoover ^ ^ 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

(£) t I ~ (s’ / V J" /. J 

Dear Mr. Hoover: f\J (1 r$ ' ^ K 


/ 


! 


Enclosed you will find a copy of excerpts from 
a recent letter from a constituent in which an inquiry 
is made relative to FBI investigations. I v/ould appreciate 
any comments you care to make and any information you can 
provide . 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation. 
With kindest regards, 


Ot 

/JAMES HARVEY, M. C. 


JH/dl 
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TRUE COPY 


Dec. 6, 1968 


Dear Rep James Harvey, 

I just heard on the news, the F. B. I. 
is requested by an unidentified congressman to 
investigate the National Rifle Association. I 
am trying to serve my country by demanding 
that you please do sode thing about getting 
the F.B.I. to investigate the "Black Panthers" 
S.D.S. etc. etc. etc. Communist organizations 
led by proffesional leaders, lets get on the 
ball and pass some legislation that will 
make a few wrong things "Wrong" I also 


TRUE 


COPY 


December 26, 1968 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 




After receiving your reply to my letter of December 14, 1968, 

I concluded that it had been addressed to the wrong person and I have 
redirected my questions to Mr. Fred Vinson, Jr. 


Thank you for your consideration in answering so promptly. I believe 
that if all our government agencies were run as ably as the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation we would have fewer problems and a more stable and respected 
government . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 


release to you. 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (k)(l) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ (k)(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ (k)(3) 
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□ (b)(8) 

□ (k)(5) 
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□ (b)(9) 

□ (k)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (k)(7) 

Information pertained only to a 

third party with no reference 

to the subject of your request or the subject of your 


request is listed in the title only. 


ET Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


The following number is to be u^d for reference regarding these pages: 

//9- W- 7b--- 5 — : : 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

| Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 

explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 

Section 552 Section 552a 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

O' Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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„ £ S?O t ’<ESMAN SAID THE FBI WAS ASKED TO INVESTIGATE MPA AT TRr omurcr 


DC HESTIC 


RFUL ANTI GUM CONTROL ORGANIZATION WHICH 


IT CONTENDS 


MW' s?*5r‘sg?y N T KT Iv . s 

dentIfied^mzmber^of^coimgressI*^ WAS SPARKED 3- ‘ 

KE SAID THE NBA'S TAX EXEMPT STATUS SHOULD °E LISTED AMD TV 
ASSOCIATION SHOULD 3E FORCED TO REGISTER AS A LO^BV. D A ‘ D TH ~ 

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE SENATOR SAID TODAY, HOWEVER, HE HAD NEVER MADE 
ANY REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OR ANY OF 

ITS AGENTS. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
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i '> I iic y Naf ion;*. ! I^ific Ao^ccia- 

■ IC - isu ml^v Justice 

! ,-icnl iu\-os.i gaXan as ;i yjt/s i- 
. jMo violator of the Federal 
IRogubition of Lobbying Act. 
j XHA of»;olal” in.ii.’ii ia;t ; ». *u. 
M-<- lobbying law- (iiilu’i n.y: , 
,«■•’» it:: off oris .,:.in f ! ;;i ? m> ; 

1 r;i - ti‘at.':i:;i ii.ji , (l ; |„ • !«•■ ;■ f ..;• ■ 

| .'■;>* -i*l a nit *n ; {iti \ ^.nVjisJ 

■ j confirm'd yc: ieciJay | Si;*l 

. f .u-i-ro vi: itc.l - mon.h ago bv J 
; ; )Vo FJ- 1 a\ f cr,!.>. ’ * j 

. \ -ho 3 »:::»L\ v/lio conch:, *|.\? } 
[ interviews at. J iu* Mi\ ir-r.t.i 
? garters at 1S00 Rhode Islrr, 1 ! j 

■ j/ive. nv/., said they were* tiicv.c 
. L >:ri ^er Justice Department or- 

■ jders as the result of a cor.:- 

;• ; plaint by an unidentified j 
j member of Congress, officials 
1 said. 

Charges tint the NR A has 

nrM.^wf !i» *«*w-.-. j i i , I 

. ioik>v-j 

. mg have been made through- 
out Congressional hearings on ■ 
gun-control legislation. ” ! . 

Chief critics of the NR A 
have included Sen. Thomas 
Dodd (D-Conn.) and Sen. Ed- 
ward HI. Kennedy (D-Mass.). 
j Aides ( to both Senators said 
they did not know the source 
cf the specific complain; 
under investigation. • 

It is a misdemeanor, punish- 
Mo-C by a year in prison and 
$5000 fine, to engage “for pay" 
in influencing legislation 
without registering with the 
Clerk of the House of Repre- 
sentatives and filing regular 
reports. ’ - 

f A The FBI would not sav 
[ whether it had turned up any 
evidence of such activity. 

XRA officials frequently tes- 
tify at gun-control hearings 
but they contend that they do 
so only to “present the views 
of members.’* They also main- 
tain the legal right to “in-; 
form” the membership of one 
million of the status of pro- 
posed laws affecting their in-j 
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Times Herald f7 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People’s World 

Examiner (Washington) 
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Honorable Sam Steiger 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 50515 


My dear Congressman: 
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I have received you^omg 
enclosing a copy of a letter from; 
Arizona. 



n of January 3rd 

Phoenix, 



CD 
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With respect to your constituent’ 3 comment, you 
may wish to advise him that the FBI, at the request of Mr. Fred M. 
Vinson, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, Depart- 
ment of Justice, conducted a limited investigation to determine if the 
National Rifle Association should have registered with the Cleric of 
the House of Representatives as a lobbyist in connection with gun 
control legislation. The results of our investigation have been fur- 
nished to the Criminal Division, Department of Justice, and you may 
wish to contact that office. . „ A 

h // 

You may also wish to inform that the FBI 

has conducted a considerable amount of in v e sugauoi^e ga rding the 
subversive movement which threatens our country today. Being a 
strictly investigative agency of the Department of Justice, we fur- 
nish the results of our inquiries to the Attorney General for his 
opinion tfith respect to prosecution in these matters. 



l/ 


fi- 


Sincerely yours, 
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Congressman 
er, 1966, and we 


1 - Phoenix - Enclosures (2) 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of ! 

Steiger (R -Arizona) was elected to Congri 
have enjoyed very limited, but cordial relations with him. During our 
investigation of this matter, we interviewed three officials of National 
^Rifle Association (NRA) and furnished the Department with an investigative 
report. On December 10 th, the Department advised that an 'official of 
NRA registered on that date with the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
as § lobbyist, and the Department requested that any further investigation by 
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the Bureau be discontinued. 


FMG:mrm 



; A. 

1 Ofr 5 



I 



; i 




HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


1.3.69, 


196 .... 


Respectfully referred to 


Congressional Liaison 
FBI 

Justice 



thanks 



Very respectfully, 

Sam Steiger, M. C. 
Arizona - 3 
126 Cannon HOB 


M.C ., ... 

I«— 7C3W-1 


District . 



I T? !c. Hoorn.... 
| Mi:- .» Gamly.. 
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(Dec 26 1968) 


Dear Representative Steiger: 

I will start this letter by saying that I am a law 
abiding American citizen, who is washed, has a haircut 
and vjo rks every day to feed and support my family. 

I was shocked Sir, to read in Saturday's Ariz. Republic 
that the National Rifle Ass. is being investigated by the F. B. I. 

It is my opinion that when we bring patriotic, loyal American 
organizations such as this one under investigation, our country 
is in serious trouble. 

It would make more sense to me to investigate such 
organizations as A„ D. A. , S. D. S. , and some of the other militants 
who make no secret of their intentions to rearrange our country by 
violence. 

I will conclude this letter by saying that I supported and 
voted for you during the election, and would sincerely appreciate 
any efforts on your behalf to bring this unreasonable investigation 
to a quick end. 



Respectfully Yours 
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Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr Hoover: 

I was just looking at a clipping I took 
from a newspaper some time ago to the effect that the 
Quantico Marines complain that they a re compelled to 
serve as markers at rifle ranges on their off-days 
,sLij whether they want to or not. 

Is that a consequence of the National 
Rifle Association's lobbying activity? 

I have not seen in The *’ew lork Times or 
other newspaper any report , interim or otherwise, 
of your investigation into the question of whether 
the Nations x Rifle Association is a lobby or nets 
If it is, it ought to be registered as such. Further 
it should lose its tax-exempt status. 


There is to ■ e a general overhaul ofthe tax-exempt 
status of Foundations and I hope’ the National Rifle 
Association will be included in this. 
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Honorable Jacob K. Javit 3 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 



My dear Senator: 

i fu_ -r x , _ ^ be Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Division of 
» e Internal .Revenue Service by letter of April 2nd to 

'> JK r communication enclosing a letter 
V j HH 3X1(1 it: was received on April 4th. 

. . . , With respect to your constituent's inouiries von 
may wish to advise her that the FBI, at the request^ Mr * fLh \i 
Vinson, Jr., the then Assistant Attorney General Criminal ntlnai* 

to the Criminal Dillon, haTO bee " 


I am returning the enclosure as you requested. 
Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 
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7\|* NOTE: Bufiles disclose we have enjoyed cordiaLcorresn 
~ Sen|g r ^ avxts but c ® nt ain no information identifiable withi 
- P u rm^ou2.. investigation of National Rifle Associi 
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inter- 


w , , , — _ v».; , v P iuuc ^obOCluuOuTNH Al lv£ i 

rotv ,' f th ree officials and furnished the Department with an investigative 
* P? Dece mber 10, 1968, the Department advised that ari official of 

as ^^ouSist r and the D date f with . the Clerk of the House of .Representatives 

men t requested that any further investigation te 

5 o APR 2 5 1969" ' the Bureau be discontinued. LMGrrk (4) f£> 
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Respectfully referred to 

Congressional Liaison 
Internal Revenue Service 


for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 


By direction of 


VO <1 N«M 


Jacob K. Javits, U. S. S. 
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27, 1969 
New York 


Senator Jacob Javits 
Senate Office Building 
7,’ashingt on , D . C . 


Sir: 


I read, very happily, several weeks ago that the P.B.I. 
intended to investigate the lobbying activities of the National 
Rifle Association. Is the investigation continuing, or has 
someone managed to turn it off? Or, hopefully, has it finally 
been decided that the N.R.A. is now, and has been for more than 
thirty years, a lobby? 

I, as a Republican, am. pleased with your basic scepticism 
of the Nixon Administration. I think you reflect the thinking 
of many Republicans. I admire you for being willing to stand up 
and say what many seemed to be afraid to say. 
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March 18, 1969 
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In reply to your letter of March 11th I cannot 

ViSa r i el 9 t iVe H t0 thG W ° rk ° f the ^ rines at Quantico ° 
f . ? nia * 1 a ’ however , referring a copy of your letter to 
the Secretary, Department of Defense, Washington D C for 
any assistance he may be able to afford you. ’ 

As I advised you on December 16, 1963 the FRT 
at the request of Mr. Fred M. Vinson, Jr., the then Assistant * 
Attorney General, Criminal Division, Department of Justice L 
ducted a limited investigation to determine if the^National Rifle 
Association should have registered with the Clerk ^thelfbuse of 

ladSi The l TJ? " i° bbyiSt to COnnection with feglt 

c - results of our investigation have been furnished to the 

contaet^haf office! °" l *“ ° f “^ aad you may wish to 
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J. Edgar Hoover 


Toison __ 
DeLoach 

Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan 

Conrad 

r-lf 

Oil- 

Bom’ll 

Mu ) J j v in . 

T iv »d 


NOTE: Bufiles disclose we wrote corresnondeni- nn 19/1 r/aq • 
to his letter concerning the activities oflhe Nattoni^ 

^SSSf*S“ 

ment advised an official of NBA registered nn VhJf /l ,i ??» l } e De ^ ar 
the House of Representative * Vu ^ *’ ? that date » mth the Clerk of 

investigation by the Bureau be discontinue?' ^cw ^A Ue3ted that an ^ furth e; 
furnished to the Secretary of ‘ e “ er 


Zj^ZI k ALA:llk (3) 

5 lass 


Hr !mr 


MAIL ROOM m 


TELETYPE UNIT □ 


■ 1 ’ »T 


i\-' 


n 


r^\) 

' 0 1 '- 




RECORD 














* 



etete* Wuvt the nrioe of Uw rX.fl* it 
tu Mot of tbs nao.JS is for other 
wWaii ther* U rie kite bjr the cite. 


*STprori»ai«Xjr $04.00, «A tort 

IMftS* toot were altsln^ o» 



, u . , . tfc&i os lorortleatlco wool-* b* 

ieatltntr* »o «ftc«rt&ux toe feCte at too ESA at R. Q . , 

aftor toito too cn*m %oxl* be proeeat** to to* mite* State* 
topney for Ale opinion «t t© erisother too tofcla* of too gut t 

to a tooft of Oereraaeat property, after eSlcfc bis aSvTcT 
treale M fftllCftmL 



it to refneoie* ton* 
aaice an approprieto aheofc a* too 
of too lotftM of toe as gan* to 
to aoeertsis it too title to «al4 
too Unite* Slot# a Ooreeaasfeit , 


toe fatolnfftoe flol* Offitu 

,toe tlroaottofteos 
fsiAe Slab on* 
toe iHSse of 


wse waa&infftos 


.. )f«7 vmjf y«e*. 


ftfUlXW 

&3~ 

wuitoreoii 



*. *. a msma 

Specie! Agent in Charge 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 













i+J"* V* ' 


BEST copy AVAILABLE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


?:T?SKTE->:i PA. ! 3/3; /3e 


0*T« WHDi HUM . «OC 

«* ; ~ ~ WAM 


3'3o.'3a 


rua*o. l i 


CHAlK-M f*T ( 


fhej?? o? sote^oe? ?iLw?Et-?r 




cfc; . 

jrooeculion even if fsc 
iarAc of criminal intent 




Report of Social A£«t 

Jelru^ry 2, 1936* 


2 t&ted th. 


jvd in its 


t>e Joined t! 


MXW. *w iVB ^ W*u m~l Jx>T 1 v 

aiibre, and/twe 30.06 Springfield rifle* wMch ted been 1 seated to 
the clrd> by tiw> National Sin* laacrciatien cS ti» United States Government 
that the club paid ft $10 manual fee to the ’tevlpnai Xlf 1 1 iasoclnt Lon 
in ¥a*i»in£ton* 8* C« , and that aaaa Indeamdty ;to the Goverment for th* 
safe keeping of these rifles, a rcrnety bond $* sued by the Glenn falls 
Indemnity C oaepany, Grant Building, frittaba rffh- Penne d aala, glared 




mmu~ 


a# mu i 


'JcEC 

f -ti«i>*iTi:u 



















•V 


BIST COPYMMm 

believed it poseltie ‘Let Pass® Inquiry a. i.'ht bs cade et a later lev® coa- 
cernisr the drill. 
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;.T PSCVO, 

L*eruty Sheriff Jfexiaieasca «rae interviewed at the Dbcriffo 
Office, Provo, Utah on January £4, 19.14! and lnronaed *** at that be, 
together site *»pu?j -iarlff eelt IXirraat, bad conducted as exhaustive 
investigation ports Inins to the theft of the l&ttant drill and ted d«- 
?eiop?d r.o cunpset s. Co January £6 deputy tariff wait Durrent was inter- 
viewed at Provo, Utah end stated that In the spring they will aa«ln con- 
dust an investigation .pertaining to -the theft of the instant drill *t> they 
believed et that tisc whoever ha£ stolen It would use it for prospecting. 
Deputy Sheriff Uirrant promised Agent that In the spring he will again 
conduct an investigation and fce stated that through tla contacts h* will 
know whether or not that drill was ever used for prospecting in that vicin- 
* *7« 


It say be noted that letter* have been addressed to all Police 
Department* end Sheriffs’ Offices la Utah where second-band shops ere lo- 
cated testify their Pawnshop fietall* ef tbs Uwrt of the instant baaoer 
I® feeiievwd that in the- event- toe Sakxxjwn -Sabjeot* atiejepi to 
fjawa or sell the isrUat drill, this lafomation will be lassedieieiy fum- 
lehoa to tto .Sait i*i» CityFiexc Division* 

v w if' . --m - etW k^«p<»e -it- -|- V^*- V '• fr - ■ - i r »e i yfr . f i * 


Li view of the fact that there eye no laada ontst endlay , this 
case la being elosed subject to being reopened upoqi receipt of 'Sobjlbiinent 
inform!* lea 4blch any lead to the identity end apprehension of the g -kso ws 
Subjects in the above- entitled case. 
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PRECEDENCE: 
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I | Priority 
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CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
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To: 


t^b 


Director, FBI 

(Attn: FBI Laboratory) 

SAC, NORFOLK (174C-529j (R UC) 


Subject:-^ KSUB 5 -Tiir.ea.t....to Bomb. , 

'-f National Rifle Association! (NRA) 
\/ Washington. D . C. ' 


ATTENTION: 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

□ CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION 

□ DOMESTIC SECURITY AND 

TERRORISM SECTION 
E PERSONAL AND PROPERTY 
. CRIMES SECTION 


10421025 


-TV 







□ CR □ EL □ D1H □ CRA-64 

□ PA □ PE □ PF □ E 

□ damv □ CAA 

□ AP □ IWFC □ CWAA □ FI 

I I EID Bomb Threats 
Summary of Complaint: 


An anonymous bomb threat was sent to NRA, Ylashington, 
D. C., via postcard, postmarked Virginia Beach, Virginia, and 
forwarded by NRA to Chief of Police, Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
The postcard was subsequently forwarded to the Norfolk Office, 
FBI, by the Virginia Beach Police Department, 4/17/81. 


Postcard enclosed for FBI Laboratory. 

INDICES: [X Negative □ See Summary 


ACTION: U. 

i 

"a- Bu (Encs . ^ 
(1- FBI Lab) 

1- WFO (Enc. 1) 

2- Norfolk 
(1- 66-820) 

BAW :csb 

( 6 ) 





& on 

o further action being taken/aijd 
LHM enclosed I 

□ FD-376 (Enc. to LHM) 

I 1 LHM being submitted 
I ] Report being submitted 
I ] Preliminary investigation instituted 
. 1 1 Limited investigation instituted 
I 1 Investigation continuing 
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Ixl Copy to: [X] USA 


NF 


[X] Secret Service Nj 
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(Number) 


(Time) 
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NF 174C-529 


Request of the FBI Laboratory 

Per MIOG, Part 1, 174-3.2.5, page 800 
furnished to Laboratory for document and latent 
examination . 


postcard 

fingerprint 



U.S. Departmem of Justice 
Federal Bureau of lnvestigation 



In Reply, Pleose Refer to 

File No. NF 174C-529 Norfolk, Virginia 

April 17, 1981 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

THREAT TO BOMB 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION (NRA) 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
APRIL 2, 1981 * ' 




April 8, 1981, L 

Harlon B. CarteF, executive Vice President, National 
:iiJLe Association (NRA), Washington, D. C., forwarded a postcard 
addressed to that association to the Chief of Police, Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. 


The postcard was addressed to the National Rifle 
Association, 1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
20036, and was postmarked in Virginia Beach, Virginia, on April 2, 
1981. The front of the postcard bore the notation: 


”’N. R. A. ’ 

MAN OF THE YEAR 
HINCKLEY" 


The back of the postcard contained the following 
printed message: 

"CURSE OF USA LOBBIES 
I WOULD GIVE $100 
NOW TO HELP E0MB 
YOUR OFFICES - 
PLUTOS - WEALTH OF LOBBIES" 


This postcard was in turn forwarded to the Norfolk Office 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation where it was received on 
April 17, 1981. The postcard has been fowarded to the FBI 
Laboratory for examination. No additional investigation is being 
initiated at Norfolk. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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. LAB ORATORY A 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

Xo * 

° " AC , Jorfolk (174C-52D) May 21, 1931 


FBI FILE NO. 

174-8911 r 

LAB. NO. 

D 10421025 D v:: 

Rp: UNSUB; Threat to Bomb 

Jationsl Rifle Association (JRA) 

Washington, D. c. 

4 / 2/81 


Specimens received 


April 20, 1931 

01 Postcard postmarked "VIRCIJIA DGACH, VA. PM ?. APR 
1981” addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLJ AGS: i..." 

Result of examination: 

Specimen Q1 was searched through the Anonymous Letter 
File without effecting an identification. Copies have been 
added to thi3 file for future reference. 

*Jo watermarks, indented writing or other identifying 
characteristics were noted on specimen 31 which would 
indicate the immediate source of this item. 

Specimen Q1 , which has been photographed , will be 
returned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint 
examination. 
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RECORDED 

4/27/81 

pmg* 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Laborofory Work SKeet 



SAC, Norfolk (174C-529) 


UNSUB; Threat to Bomb 
National Rifle Association (NRA) 
Washington, D. C. 

4/2/81 


Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


Norfolk 

Airtel dated April 17, 1981 
Document - Fingerprint 


April 20, 1981 


FBI FILE NO. 
LAB. NO. 


2 V/— 


10421025 D VE 

YOUR NO. 


Examination by: 


S'-iS'-S I 


Q1 Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. PM 2 APR 
1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN " ^ 




s 7-/.: ' 

: ■ c /-? ' 

77 ;/r.y. 
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Results of examination: 


Specimen Q1 was searched through the Anonymous Letter 
File without effecting an identification. Copies have been 
added to this file for future reference. 


No watermarks, indented writing or other identifying 
characteristics were noted on specimen Q1 which would indicate 
the imediate source of this iteip. 


Specimen Q1 , which has been photographed, will be 
retunned separately with the results of the latent fingerprint 
examination. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
1USLORDED UN i TED STAT es DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 4/20/81 _ 
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p m g* Laboratory Work Sheet 
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SAC, Norfolk (174C-529) 
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Re: 


UNSUB; Threat to Bomb 
National Rifle Association (NRA) 
Washington, D. C. 

4/2/81 


FBI FILE NO. 
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174-8911 
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10421025 D VE 


YOUR NO. 
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Examination b; 
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Examination requested by: 
Reference: 

Examination requested: 
Specimens received: 


Norfolk 

Airtel dated April 17, 1981 
Document - Fingerprint 
April 20, 1981 
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Postcard postmarked "VIRGINIA BEACH, VA. PM 2 APR 
1981" addressed to "NATIONAL RIFLE ASSN " 
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RE: . AT1C11-L r.IFLC (ISA) 

D.C, 

4-1-81 


REFERENCE:Airtel 4-17-81 
EXAMINATION REQUESTED BY: Norfolk 

specimens: Cne postcard, <^1 


Tho result of the laboratory examination is be iru? furnished 
separately. 


'To Intent prints of value were developed cn the enclosed 

specimen. 
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